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EDITORIAL 
A Sacred Trust 


The type of preaching which we will hear and 
our approach to the authority of the Scriptures 
will be controlled, of necessity, largely by the 
teaching and atmosphere surrounding our Theo- 
logical Seminaries. This statement is axiomatic. 
It also declares the very sacred trust upon our 
Seminary Teachers, Executives, and Trustees to 
personally see that the Christian Leadership which 
leaves their class rooms and institutions is ground- 
ed in the historic position for which the Church 
has stood from its beginning. 

If a Baptist Seminary turns out preachers sus- 
taining the Presbyterian interpretation of Scrip- 
tures that Seminary is unfaithful in its trust to 
the Baptist Faith. In like manner if a Presbyterian 
Seminary, which from its inception has_ stood 
for and supported Historic Protestantism and the 
Conservative interpretation of Scriptures, turns 
to a type of teaching which tends to produce stu- 
dents holding a Liberal Theology, that institution 
has violated the Sacred Trust placed within its 
hands. 

It is little comfort to the thoughtful mind 
should it be pled that some of our Church Courts 
now support this interpretation of Scriptures. This 
support, such as it is, comes after years of infiltra- 


tion of students, coming under this liberal] teach-— 


ing, have entered pulpits throughout the Church. 

We in no way question the sincerity of these 
younger Pastors. We go further, we believe that 
our Seminary Teachers who have propagated a 
Liberal Philosophy of Scriptural interpretation 
have done so, sincerely believing the philosophy 
which they propagate. The effect of this teachk- 
ing has been increasingly felt throughout the 
Church. Up to this time there seems to have 
been a studied avoidance of a test on basic doc- 


nope 


trinal positions and the type of teaching here 
complained of in our Seminaries. An opportunity 


for such a test was offered in the Assembly of. 


1941 when five Overtures requested investigation 
of this type of teaching in one of our leading 
Seminaries. The Chairman of the Standing Con- 
mittee which handled these Overtures and the 
leadership on the floor of the Assembly debate 
which produced its division were Trustees or 
former Trustees of the Seminary at that time 
under criticism. We invite your careful study 
FIRST of these Overtures and then the Assembly’s 


answer thereto, and consider the wisdom or pro- 


priety of that answer. (See Assembly Minutes 


1941). 

We now have the distressing evidence of this 
liberal philosonhy as appearing in the review of 
a Book recently published by a Professor of an- 
other of our Seminaries. This review appeared 
in the July Issue of the Journal. For the benefit 
of any who may feel that the Journal may have 
been too drastic in its criticism of that book we 
are carrying in this issue a review which was pub- 
lished in The Christian Century of June 2nd. 
1943. Please note that in this review the writer 
rather commends the author of this book but 
then raises the question as to how he ean hold 
these views and still call himselt a conservative. 

The. heart of any Church is its Theological 
philosophy, better known as its Doctrine. The 
doctrine of a given Church is determined by the 
decisions of its Courts or official Councils. No 
Professor or Seminary Executive can escape the 
charge of doctrinal sabotage who, going contrary 
to the Courts of the Church as to its fundamental 
interpretative doctrine, infiltrates annually into 
that Church and its Courts young men who have 
been taught, in his classes or under his administra- 
tion, an interpretative doctrine which strikes at 
the heart of the fundamental positions of the 
Church. | 

The majority of the ministers and laymen of 
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the Southern Presbyterian Church are still sound 
in that Faith which our Church was organized to 
sponsor. It is gravely questioned, however, 
whether some of the leadership of our Church 
has not passed into other hands. Under their 
several Charters, our Seminaries are controlled by 
their respective Boards of Trustees. The Sacred 
Trust for the safe-guarding of the doctrines of 
the Church lies in the hands of these Trustees in 
the type of teachers and administrators which 
they select or which they permit to continue in 
active office after demonstrating their unfitness 


therefor. Failing in the faithful performance of. 


that Trust, our Courts of the Church will soon 
cease to be Courts and will become the agencies 


of the Liberal teachers or administrators, project- | 


ing, as Official doctrine, views and rulings which 
would have been abhorent to our Courts until 
thus packed by the infiltration of the young men 
coming from this Libera] teaching. This is indeed 
a Sacred Trust! If betrayed, it will indeed be a 
great betrayal! 


— 


View With Caution 


“A Round Table of Christian Leaders at Prince- 
ton” a fortnight ago, in a release by Religious 
News Service, stated: ‘“‘When Christianity demon- 
strates that it can achieve broader social gains 
than those sought by the U.S.S.R., many of the 
differences now existing between Christian peo- 
ple and Soviet Russia will tend to disappear.”’ 
Again: ‘In the case of the Russian Revolution, 
many of the avowed objectives are those whicn 
Christians have long accepted in principle, but 
have largely failed to achieve in practice.’ This 
latter is released by the Commission to Study 
the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace of the 
Federal Council of Churches. “In form and prac- 
tice,’ the statement goes on, “the Russian Revo- 
lution was anti-Christian.’”’ Quite so. We note with 
concern a too unctious care to speak well of the 
Russian Communistic Holocaust. We dissent en- 
tirely from the suggestion that they were trying 
to do anything that Christianity has failed to do. 
They massacred millions of people to attain a 
material end which only a small minority ever 
enjoyed. Their planners went beyond ours who 
only killed animals. Church planners are being 
strongly tempted to try to draw up a blueprint 
of an economic utopia and label it “Christianity.” 
It is a danger to be avoided. 

—The Presbyterian, Aug. 5, 1943. 


Enlightened Conservatism 
By Montgomery J. Shroyer 
Being a review of A Conservative Introduction 


= To The Old Testament, by Samuel A. Cartledge. 


Zondervan Publishing House. $1.75. Appearing in 
The Christian Century, June 2, 1943. 

(Editor’s Note: As our readers probably know 
the Christian Century is not noted for its advo- 
cacy of conservative theology. This magazine be- 
longs to the liberal group. We feel that this re- 
view will for that reason be of particular interest 
to many of our readers, who would like to know 


how the liberals are receiving this so-called con-. 


Servative introduction to the Old Testament.) 


The Term “epoch making’ should be used with 
extreme caution when describing. a book, but in 
a sense this is such a book. The writer calls 
himself a “conservative,” and by that he means 
that he “has reached conclusions in harmony with 
the ancient beliefs of historic Christianity.” Those 
beliefs include a personal God who creates, gov- 
erns and works miracles, the Bible as the in- 
spired Word of God, Christianity as God’s revela- 
tion, not man’s discovery, Jesus Christ as the 
God-man who died an atoning death. Within 
such a conservatism he proceeds to write a most 
interesting introduction, “to enable the student 
to obtain a more intelligent insight into the 
study of the Old Testament.” The interest is 
certainly not in the originality of this book, for 
it is only a brief summary of the positions which 
have been reached by conservatives and radicals 
in Old Testament study. What is interesting is 
the type of “conservative” that the author turns 
out to be. 

This conservative admits that the text the 
Old Testament “‘is still an unsolved problem.” And 
beyond the textual problem, the references with- 
in the Pentateuch to Moses as writing down the 
revelation do not prove him the author of the 
whole law. Even the New Testament passages 
which indicate that Jesus thought Moses was the 
author of the Pentateuch “lack something of 
being positive proof.’”’ He admits that critical 
scholars “in the vast majority” have accepted the 
Graf-Wellhausen documentary hypothesis. He 
thinks Moses must have used sources, “unless we 
hold to some mechanical theory of inspiration.” 
He argues quite ably for the 621 dating of 
Deuteronomy, even defending the writers of that 
period against the charge of fraud when they set 
forth their writings as the words of Moses. 


The mind of this conservative is further re-. 


vealed in his handling of some of the specific 
Old Testament passages which have been centers 
of criticism. Against his general plan he removes 
Chronicles from its place in the Jewish canon 
and treats it along with Kings. But then he 
launches into the peculiar features of Chronicles: 
the discrepancies between Chronicles and _ the 
earlier histories, the exaggerated numbers, and 
the contradictions which create real problems for 
all ‘‘who hold to a theory of historical inerrancy.” 
And he even ventures that the errors are not 
merely textual but “may have been in Chronicles 
from the time of its composition.’’ He thinks 
that Isaiah did not write the latter part of the 
book which bears his name. He does not look upon 


Jonah as author of the book by that name, and 


he knows conservatives who believe in miracles | 


and yet do not believe that the book of Jonah is 
to be treated “fas a historical document.” He is 
not disturbed by the thought that many of the 
Psalms may be as late\ as Maccabean times. 
Certainly he does not beliéve in the “infallibility 
of the titles’ which ascribe certain Psalms to 
David and others. He agrees with Martin Luther 
that Solomon did not write Ecclesiastes. And he 
sees things in the book of Esther that indicate 
“fictional character.”’ 

Cartledge has an interesting idea of the favor- 
able position of the conservative in regard to the 
book of Daniel. The radical, says he, is forced 
to accept the times of Antiochus Epiphanes for 
the writing of the book. But the conservative is 
free, holding as he does to the possibility of pre- 
dictive prophecy, and he need not place the book 
either in the Maccabean period or in the Exile. 
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“He is free to look at all the evidence and follow 
the view that seems to have most in its favor.” 
This is news, that the conservative has supplanted 
the radical in this position of free scholarship! 
Then, in this new freedom, the author proceeds 
to point out the problems of Daniel: the siege 
of Jerusalem in the third year of Jehoiakim; the 
‘““Chaldeans”’ as diviners; Darius Mede’’; Bel- 
shazzar as the son of Nebuchadnezzar. He con- 
cludes that the author of Daniel ‘‘was not very 
much at home in the details of the time of the 
Exile,’”’ and his opinion is rather strong “that the 
book was written in the times of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and that the book is a true apocalypse.” 
So whether the conclusion is reached by a free 
conservative or a bound radical, the result seems 
to be about the same. 

These will suffice to clarify the statement that 
this is an epoch-making book. It may be conserva- 
tive in some quarters, but those who have been 
around at all in the field of religion know some 
areas in which this book would not be called con- 
servative. Does the writer suppose for one minute 
that he is writing a textbook for the group that 
holds to the infallibility of every word of Scrip- 
ture and to Mosaic authorship to the last ditch? 
Of course not, for he recognizes that there are 


conservatives and conservatives. But still the book 


is a landmark, for it shows quite clearly the trend 
of Old Testament scholarship. Graf, Wellhausen, 
Driver, Haupt, Jastrow, Bewer and Pfeiffer have 
not labored in vain. Their work has spread until 
now a man who calls himself a conservative sub- 
scribes to their main tenets. In some quarters, 
at least, the battle is over. Perhaps we may now 


hope that the conservatives who are ultra may 


read this little book and find out something of 
what serious Old Testament scholarship has done. 
And perhaps we may also hope that conservatives 
for whom Cartledge writes will go from the read- 
ing of this primer to the real book of our times, 
Pfeiffer’s Introduction to the Old Testament. 


The Synod Of Dort’s Rejection 


Of Arminian Error | 


“The Orthodox doctrine of Election and Repro- 
bation having been stated, the Synod rejects the 
errors of those— 

6. Who teach that ‘Not all election to salvation 
is immutable, but that some elect persons, no de- 
cree of God preventing, may perish, and do perish 
eternally.’ By which gross error they make GOD 
mutable, subvert the consolation of the godly con- 
cerning the stability of their election, and contra- 
dict the sacred Scriptures, whereby we are taught 
that the elect cannot be deceived (Matt. 24:4); 
that ‘Christ loses not those who were given to Him 
by the Father’ (John 6:39); that ‘those whom 
He (God) hath predestinated, called, and justi- 
fied, them He also glorifies’ (Rom. 8:30).”’ 


Excerpts From Inspiration 


Pamphlet by B. B. Warfield and A. A. Hodge, 
taught by W. M. McPheeters, et al., at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, 


_ “We prefer to use it (the word Inspiration) 
in the single sense of God’s continued word of 
superintendence, by which his _providential, 
gracious and supernatural contributions having 


been presupposed, he presided over the sacred 


writers in their entire work of writing, with the 
design and effect of rendering that writing ap 
errorless record of the matters he designed them 
to communicate, and hence constituting the ep. 
tire volume in all its parts the word of God to 
us. 


“The writers of this article are sincerely con. 
vinced of the perfect soundness of the great 
catholic doctrine of biblical inspiration—i.e. that 


the Scriptures not only contain, but ARE, THE ; 


WORD OF GOD, and hence that all their elements 
and all their affirmations are absolutely errorless, 
and binding the faith and obedience of men.” 


“The presuppositions are: (1) The _ possibility 
of supernatural interference, and the actual occur. 
rence of that interference in the origin of our 
Bible; and (2) The authenticity, genuineness and 
historical credibility of the records included in our 
Bible. The added supposition is—(3) The truth 
to fact of every statement in the Scripture. No 
objection from the side of criticism is relevant 
unless it traverses some one of these three points. 
The traditional view of the age and authorship 
of a document or of the meaning of a statement 
may be traversed, and yet’ no conflict arise with 
the doctrine of a strict inspiration. But criticism 
cannot reach results inconsistent with the genuine- 
ness and authenticity of a document judged ac- 
cording to the professions of that document or 
with the statements or implications of any other 
part of Scripture, or incompatible with the truth 
of any passage in the sense of that passage arrived 
at by the correct application of the sound prin- 
ciples of historico-grammatical exegesis, without 
thereby arraying herself in direct opposition to 
the Church doctrine of inspiration.” 


* * * * 


Revelation And Inspiration 


Warfield, B. B., Revelation And _ Inspiration, 
Oxford Press. 3 

Chapter: The Inspiration of the Bible, pp. 58-59. 
“Tn the whole history of the church there have 
been but two movements of thought, tending to 
a lower conception of the inspiration and av- 
thority of Scripture, which have attained suf- 
ficient proportions to bring them into view in an 
historical sketch. 

(1) The first of these may be ealled the 
Rationalistic view . . . In the nineteenth century 
it has retained a strong hold, especially upon 
apologetical writers, chiefly in the three forms 
which affirm respectively that only the mysteries 
of the faith are inspired, i.e. things undiscoverable 
by unaided reason,—that the Bible is_ inspired 
only in matters of faith and practice,—and that 
the Bible is inspired only in its thoughts or con- 


cepts, not in its words. But although this legacy § 


from the rationalism ‘of an evil time still makes 
its appearance in the pages of many theological 
writers, and has no doubt effected the faith of 
a considerable number of Christians, it has. failed 
to supplant in either the creeds of the church or 
the hearts of the people’ the church-doctrine of 
the plenary inspiration of the Bible, i.e. the 
doctrine that the Bible is inspired not in part but 
fully, in all its elements alike—things discoverable 
by reason as well as mysteries, matters of history 
and science as well as of faith and practice, words 
as well as thoughts.”’ 
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A Plea For The Positive 


IS THE BIBLE COMPLETELY TRUSTWORTHY? 
By Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D.* 


So much of the drift of the writing and speak- | 


ing today on the subject of inspiration waters 
down its simple and full implication. 


Many seem to be seeking for the least they can 
hold of inspiration dnd still be unmarked as 
definitely out of line. One bemoans such a nega- 
tive trend. That inspiration is a bedrock for the 
faith, no one can deny; for the kind of views 
we hold on inspiration definitely delimits the 
kind of Bible we have. 

Some of the most majestic minds of the ages 
were marked by simple, child-like faith in the 
Word as from God and wholly reliable. They 
believed a thing was true because they found it in 
the Bible, because it was God’s Word. 

The Confession of Faith, Chapter one, para- 
graph four says: ‘‘The authority of the Holy Scrip- 


ture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, 


dependenth not upon the testimony of any man 
or church, but wholly upon God, (who is truth 
itself,) the author thereof; and therefore it is to 
be received, because it is the word of God.” 

Further, these who thus believed, namely, that 
because it is in the Bible it is to be accepted, are 
also bulwarked by Chapter fourteen, paragraph 
two, speaking of our saving faith: ‘“‘By this faith, 
a Christian believeth to be true, whatsoever is re- 
vealed in the word, for the authority of God him- 
self speaking therein.”’ 

Those who wrote the Bible certainly proceeded 
upon the belief that “Thy Word” was sufficient 
authority for their obedience and loyalty and what 


‘followed the phrase “thus saith the Lord” did 


not have to fit in with scientific theories of their 
day, or any day, or even their enlightened minds, 
for them to esteem as authoritative and final that 
which God had said. | 


Because authoritarianism has been perverted to. 


vast and vile uses by the dictators of the world 
today is no good reason why the church should 
silence its voice of complete and _ out-spoken 
confidence in the Word of God, or adjourn its 
position of a positive and unequivocal adherence 
to the full inspiration of the Scriptures; and in 
this position they are undergirded by the West- 
minster Confession of Faith: “By this faith, a 
Christian believeth to be true, whatsoever is re- 
vealed in the word, for the authority of God him- 
self speaking therein.” (Chapter Fourteen, para- 
graph two). 
It is difficult to see how the Westminster As- 
sembly Fathers could have been more explicit 
than they were in projecting the full integrity 
and Divine authority of the whole Bible; The 
Confession of Faith, Chapter one, paragraph four, 
quoted above. Ibid, Chapter one, paragraph 5, 
“The consent of all the parts” ... “the entire 
perfection thereof.” Ibid, Chapter, one, para- 
graph eight “ ... being immediately inspired by 
God and by his singular care and providence, 
kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; 
so as in all controversies of religion the church is 
finally to appeal unto them.” 

All the Christian Church has fundamentally is a 
Book. For it is in the Bible that we learn what 
the Bible is and that we discover God and Sal- 
vation and Life and Destiny. 

If this is true, doesn’t it appear that the highest 


of the phrase in the end of the Conf 


mediately inspired by God.” ... 


service we can perform is found in the patient, 
intelligent, and yet uncompromising plea for the 


full integrity of the Bible; that it is thoughtout. 


sponsored and approved by God; that it is reliable 
completely and is thus to be received and held 
forth? 

. As an offset for the simple and long accepted 
faith in the Revelation, much is being made — 
ion o 
Faith, Chapter one, paragraph five: “‘yet, notwith- 
standing, our full persuasion and assurance of the 
infallible truth, and divine authority thereof, is 
from the inward working of the Holy Spirit, bear- 
ing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.” 
That this is true, every Christian will give assent 
vromptly. But it is not only true of the doctrine 
of inspiration that our full persuasion and assur- 
ance comes from this inner working of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts, it is true of all other doctrines 
which are spiritually discerned. It is by the in- 
ward working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
that we received and believe the deity of Christ, 
His atoning sacrifice, His amazing salvation of 
men, His keeping power, and His resurrection 
and His glory. | 


3 There seems to be, however, no manifest trend © 
against the positive preaching of these doctrines. 


Nor are such preachers viewed as claiming an 
authority unwarranted in the positive utterances. 
At the same time, we do not wait until men 
have perceived these spiritual facts before -de- 
claring them. Our declaration of them as facts 
believed by us, and by many, is the normal basis 
on which men, by the working of the Holy Spirit, 
come to believe and act upon them for themselves. 
Such declaration properly marks true preaching 
of the Word. 

Why will men not apply the same rule to the 
fact of inspiration, why will they decry the clear, 
positive proclamation of the fact that the Scrip- 
tures are reliable and marked by complete integ- 
rity. in “all the parts,” as an unworthy or un- 
supportable claim? | 

And when this matter, namely, that it is un- 
seemly to announce categorically the complete 
inspiration of the Bible as a fact, until men have 
come to that belief by the help of the Holy Spirit; 
when this trend is further sublimated into the 
position that for me only that part of the Scrip- 
tures is inspired and, therefore, authoritative that 
the Holy Spirit reveals to me as divinely inspired; 
when this is a minister’s or a Bible teacher’s po- 


sition, then there is serious limitation and con- 


fusion, for there is no ultimate, common standard 
of truth by which life and belief can be straight- 
edged. 

Our Westminster Assembly Fathers taught us 
too clearly their position. In the Confession of 
Faith, Chapter one, paragraph eight, we hear 
them describing the whole Bible’ as “being im- 
“Kept pure in 
all ages” ... “therefore authentical.”’ 

All this seems to the writer to sum itself up into 
a claim that is perfectly clear and fair. That is, 
that the Bible, the whole Bible, is the Word of 
God immediately inspired by Him and is authori- 
tative and operative in life among men, every- 
where. And that it should be so declared un- 
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equivocally by Christians everywhere and always. 

We are not unmindful of complications that 
arise here. We realize that men who come out 
of our State universities and, sometimes, out of 
our church colleges, are marked by philosophies 
and patterns of thought-procedure that clash with 
so simple and so final a statement as the tre- 
mendous fact of inspiration. We would, under 
God, show all patience and helpfulness in dealing 
with their difficulties, for they are real. difficul- 


ties. But is it not a dis-service to accommodate 


here? Is not the only safe course for us to patient- 
ly and wisely and humbly lay claims for our Bible 
that parallels its claims for itself and Christ’s 
claims for it? Is it not the scientific thing to ad- 
here with the utmost fidelity to the best authority 
on the matter under consideration? Is there some 
present day human authority superior to that of 
our Divine Lord? Can we safely follow that 
authority, though it does not fully and frankly, in 
terms unmistakable, undergird the time-honored 
and _bible-bulwarked position of complete inspira- 
tion? 

If the teachings in the fountain heads of our 
church: the homes, the church schools, the pul- 
pits, the colleges and the seminaries; do not posi- 
tively and fully endorse the complete integrity of 
all the Holy Scriptures, are we not breaching the 
wall, undermining the foundation, and jeopardiz- 
ing the life of Christianity at its source? : 

This article is a plea—a plea for the positive, 
a plea for the sunlit clear, the simple, humble 
belief of our church in the Holy Scriptures; that 


they are “the Word of God written,” ‘all of which 
are given by inspiration of God to be the rule 
of faith and life.”” (Confession of Faith, Chapte 
one, paragraph two). 


Of course we have to take the consequences of 
such a position. It is costly in our sophisticated 
age. The new methods of teaching and scholarship 
dare declare nothing as sure, final and fixed 
Certainly nothing about which men of character 


and ability differ can ever be categorically pre.} 


sented. Thus the educational world seems to be 


losing its great positive, accumulative note. While § 


multitudes may be trained to think for themselves, 
the tragedy is they do not know what to think 
They have neither the time, the taste, nor the 
ability to investigate in ultimate detail. The pass. 
ing of the categorical is the passing of the noble. 
man. The categorical does not either limit or 
prohibit liberty and freedom of thought but it is 
a profound challenge therein. . 


While we do well to be abreast of all the teach- 
ing methods and movements for our day, yet we 
are not limited to them, or to their findings, or to 
their procedure in our teaching, proclaiming or 
seeking to find spiritual truth. If our church losses 
its firm grip upon an inspired, completely reliable 
Word of God we shall suffer loss—a loss for 
which no approval of scholarship or _ human 
philosophy can compensate. 


*Pastor of the 


Independent Presbyterian 
Church, Savannah, Ga. : 


Predestination 


(Eph. 1:1-12; Rom. 8:28-39.) 
By Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D.* 


I. God Has A Plan. 


The doctrine of predestination is sometimes 
stated as simply meaning that God has a plan for 
the world. As a popular statement it doubtless 
has been useful, but, even when elaborated some- 
what, it has served rather to allay prejudice 
against Presbyterianism, than to enlighten as to 
what the Calvinistic doctrine really is. So stated, 
it can be very superficially stated, though essen- 
tially true. | 


As a matter of fact: “All Christians admit 
that God has a plan or purpose in the govern- 
ment of the world ... The Bible, therefore, 
teaches us that God works all things after the 
counsel of His own will. And this truth is in- 
corporated in all the systems of faith adopted 
among Christians and is assumed in all religious 
work and experience.” (Hodge). 

As we know, there is ambiguity in the word 
predestination. It is sometimes used in the gen- 
eral sense of foreordination having equal refer- 
ence to all events. For God foreordains whatso- 
ever comes to pass. It sometimes refers to the 
general purpose of redemption without reference 
to particular individuals. It is used generally in 
theology to express the purpose of God in rela- 


tion to the salvation of individual men. 


Some, who do not think very deeply or con- 
sistently, are doubtless glad to be ecmforted by 
the assurance that God has a plan for His world. 
They weuld not like a world that was not run- 


ning according to some sort of plan. As to what 
that plan really is and as to what their status in 
relation to that plan may presently be, they seem 
not to be greatly concerned. They appear to have 
an easy feeling that when and where they will to, 
they can readily fit themselves into that plan. As 
to what is inyolved in an eternal plan and the 
ordering of its details, they give little thought. 
Others, who think more deeply and with a more 
comprehensive grasp of theology, resolve the 
crucial problem of how to relate the free agency 
of man (or, rather, as they view it, the freedom 
of the human will), to the predestinating will of 
a Sovereign God, by reducing the foreknowledge 
of God to mere prescience. In either instance, 
there appears to be an underlying unwillingness 
to surrender the belief that man, after all, saves 
himself—at least, determines who is to be saved. 


Statement Of The Doctrine 


The Westminster Confession thus states the 
doctrine of Predestination: ‘‘God from all eter- 


nity did by the most wise and holy counsel of His 
own will, freely and unchangeably ordain what 
soever comes to pass; yet so as thereby neither 1s 
God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to 
the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty o 
contingency of second causes taken away, but 
rather established”’ “Although God knows 
whatsoever may or can come to pass upon all sup 
posed conditions; yet hath He not decreed any- 
thing because He foresaw it as future, or as that 
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which would come to pass upon such conditions.” 

“Calvin’s mode of defining Predestination was 
as the eternal decree of God, by which He has 
decided with Himself what is to become of each 
and every individual _. Reprobation was in- 
volved in election, and divine foreknowledge and 
foreordination were taken to be _ identical. 

indsay ). 
theologians insist that such a 
form of predestination1 as no place in Paul’s 
teachings, who, they affirm, never speaks of re- 
probation. It is doubtful that it can be maintain- 
ed that Paul does not, at least by implication, 
refer to reprobation, but certainly that is not the 
emphasis that he gives to the doctrine of pre- 
destination. Its purpose was not to create doubts, 
not to cause perplexity, but to encourage faith, 
to help, albeit to humble the believer. 

Note, however: “It was love, ‘the fatherly love 
of God,’ the efficiency of saving love, which Cal- 
vin insisted upon above all in his teaching about 
God” .: . “It is but fair to Calvin to remember— 
for superficial acquaintance with his teachings is 
far from rare—that he in the strongest manner 
maintained Divine sovereignty to be that of Di- 
vine wisdom, righteousness and love, and express- 
ly rejected the notion of absolute power as, in 
this connection, a heathenish idea. The Calvinistic 
doctrine was not absolute, but mediated in Christ, 
and conditioned upon faith.’”? (Lindsay). | 

Foreknowledge is much more than bare pre- 
science; but it cannot be made identical with fore- 
ordination. ‘“Foreknowledge presupposes fore- 
o-dination but is not itself, foreordination. The 
actions of free agents do not take place because 
they are foreseen, but they’ are foreseen .because 
they are certain to take place. Hence Strong 
says: ‘Logically, though not chronologically, de- 
cree comes before foreknowledge. When I say, 
“I know what I will do,” it is evident that I have 


determined already, and that my knowledge does — 


not precede determination, but follows it and is 
based upon it.’?’’ (Boettner). 

This brief discursus sets forth the Calvinistic 
position at that point where the main theological 
divergence originates. 

For a more specific definition of Predestination 
we cite Dabney: 

“While God’s decree is His purpose as to all 
things, His predestination may be defined to be 
His purpose concerning the everlasting destiny of 
His rational creatures.”’ 

Or Lindsay: “Rredestination is that aspect of 
foreordination whdceby the salvation of the be- 
liever is taken to be effected in accordance with 
the will of God, Who has called and elected him 
in Christ unto life eternal.” 


II. The Plan And The Chief 
Difficulties. 

God has a pln. He has foreordained ‘‘whatso- 
ever comes to pass.’? That, the Scriptures make 
abundantly plain. That, reason says, must be so. 
God’s foreordination we cannot doubt. A part of 
that plan, the Scriptures also make plain, is the 
foreordained freedom of the moral creature. This, 
also, the universal consciousness of mankind con- 
firms. Man is a moral free agent. : ae 


“Here are two impregnable facts: God’s pre- — 
destination and man’s eternally predestined free- 


dom.” (E. W. Smith). How are they to be recon- 
ciled? The Calvinist freely admits that it cannot 
be done by man. He accepts them both, because 
religion, reason and philosophy alike leave him no 


other choice. However, he does not doubt that 
what is impossible to the finite is perfectly pos- 


sible to the Infinite. Because these two great 


truths cannot be reconciled in man’s mind, does 
not prevent them from being reconciled in God’s 
mind. The solution must “finally lie in the full ac- 
ceptance and realization of what is implied by the 
infinity and the omniscience of God.” (Sanday & 
Headlam). Moreover, that harmony we are un- 
able to effect in our speculations, we find set 
forth in God’s practice. 

The moving story of Joseph gives vivid illus- 
tration of how these two great truths blend in 
history: Moved by envy and hate Joseph’s bre- 
thren sell him into slavery. Later they confess 
their guilt and responsibility in the conscience- 
smitten cry: ‘‘We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother.”’ (Gen. 42:21). Yet, Joseph, also recog- 
nizing their guilt and in nowise condoning it, says 
to them: “So now it was not you that sent me 
hither, but God.’”’ (Gen. 45:8) ... “But as for 
you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant 
it for good . to save much people alive.” 
(Gen. 50:20). 

The Scripture illustrations are abundant and 
we shall not take time to cite them. 

An illustration that throws light upon the diffi- 
culty is given us from the movies, by Dr. Holmes 
Ralston, if my memory serves me right: Two per- 
sons move toward each other from opposite sides 
of the screen. They meet and pass in what ap- 
pears to be a perfectly normal manner. They do 


not collide or come to a halt. Yet, if one con- 


siders that the action takes place on the same 
plane, the surface of a screen or curtain, there is 
no logical explanation of what happens. However, 
we know that the action was filmed on a stage or 
set which had depth as well as height and width. 
God’s stage has dimensions we know nothing of, 
“except that they in nowise cause contradiction 
in His most holy wise and powerful governing and 
preserving all His creatures and all their actions.” 
Man acts according to his nature, God governs 
him agreeably. to his nature. Man is a free agent. 
His will is not free in the sense that it is abso- 
lutely self-determining. “‘Freedom belongs to an 
agent, not to a faculty.” (Hill). 

There are many earnest souls who are honestly 
perplexed by God’s_ providential ordering of 
events. For instance, if God is all-loving and at 
the same time all-powerful, then, why this catas- 
trophic war? If we answer, “Sin is the cause of 
war,’ .then the question is pushed back farther 


- and we face the ultimate mystery of providence: 


Why did God permit sin? 

One answer at least throws light on this mys- 
tery. It is that God has a plan—a plan that for 
its effectuation, calls for the co-operation of crea- 
tures capable of choosing and loving; capable of 
thinking the thoughts of God after Him and of 
delighting in the Creator. God did not make a 
machine. He made a man, a creature formed in 
His Own image He made him for love. “Ac- 
cording as He has chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 


and without blame before Him in love.’ The re- 


sponse that God looks for in His redeemed is love. 
We infer that that was likewise His purpose when 
He created man in his original state of innocence. 


love is a reciprocal relation—a_ relation 


which can exist only between free beings. So God 
made man a free agent. (Eph. 1:4). But such a 


plan meant that God, in a sense, limited Himself, 


“Delivered His strength into captivity.” God is 
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not and cannot be, the author of sin; but man 
who was made free to choose, chose evil, and evil 
brings sorrow and suffering and death. 

However, for some the problem still presses for 
an answer: In the face of such appalling evil as 
is abroad today the age-old cry sounds from 
trembling lips: “How long, O Lord, how long!’ 
Why does not God smash evil and exalt righteous- 
ness? The Scriptures assure us that the hour is 
coming when God will do something like that. He 
will avenge His elect; He will reward the faith- 
ful. He will finally destroy evil. But that hour is 
hid in His own wise counsels. If judgment, swift 
and spectacular, followed upon every breach of 
His law, and reward, sure and obvious even to 
evil men, marked every virtuous decision and act, 
then where would be a place for faith and prayer 
and perseverance in well-doing in the face of op- 
position and persecution? God delays that His 


elect may pray and not faint; that faith may — 


grow strong and robust; that the flame of hope 
may burn brightly in the assurance that the Son 
of man will come, and that in His coming there 
will be reward for His saints and destruction for 
His adversaries. Believers are to ‘‘account that 
the longsuffering of the Lord is salvation.” 


“We can see that man’s will cannot be dealt | 


with merely as if it were a physical kind of force 
which without more ado can be overborne by a 
stronger force acting irresistibly. On the contrary, 
it is a definite, though a limited reality, toward 
which God by the necessities of His own nature 
must bear Himself morally, recognizing its moral 
character.” (MacIntosh). He deals with the hu- 
man will according to its own laws. The human 
will is not sheer independent force. Involved in 
its working are affection, hate, desire, bias, envy, 
etc. So God having made our wills does not over- 
ride them by arbitrary force. He sends Christ to 
woo us, to teach us, to give us a perfect example, 
to die for us. He throws a flood of light upon the 
darkness of this earthly scene. He sends His Spirit 
to strive with us in the light of the revelation He 
has made in Jesus Christ. The ultimate condem- 
nation, according to Jesus Himself, is “that light 
has come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” 
If finally men will not have His salvation, God 
will punish them eternally .according to the na- 
ture of their being. “God cannot make a selfish 
man happy as long as he remains selfish, cannot 
force me to love my neighbor, cannot make vice 
the one avenue to personal goodness.’”’ (Mack- 
— In a very real sense man makes his own 
ell. 

Often it seems that God’s plan, from the stand- 
point of what we know He requires of man, is 
thwarted and all but defeated. However, God is 
able “‘to govern all His creatures and all their 
actions.” The goodness of man He makes to bless 
man; the sin of man He makes to punish the sin 
of man, and at the same time to work for His 
glory and the good of them that “love Him and 
are the called according to His purpose.” 

In no event in history are the facts of Divine 
foreordination and human _ responsibility more 
clearly illustrated than in the crucifixion of 
Christ. The curtain is lifted and we see the 
drama of life in its most solemn and awful 
aspects. Man, a free, responsible agent, but play- 
ed upon by the forces of light and the powers of 
darkness. The actors in this dread tragedy are 
not mere pawns moved by an inexorable fate. 
Human motives were never more vividly and 


powerfully exhibited than by those persons who 
with “‘wicked hands” put Jesus to- death. Yet it 
was all done by “‘the determinate counsel and fore. 


knowledge of God.” ‘‘Herod and Pilate ... with # 


the Gentiles and the people of Israel were gather. 
ed together (prompted by various motives) against 
God’s Holy Child, Jesus,”’ but it was to do ‘“What- 
soever God’s hand and counsel had determined 
-before (foreordained) to be done.” Never has 
man been more terribly and more _ responsibly 
active; never has God been more Sovereignly and 
more graciously present than in this supreme mo- 
ment in history. The foulest crime of man js 
transformed into the fairest blessing of mankind. 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself.”” The disobedience of men and the per- 
fect obedience of Jesus Christ both serve God’s 
gracious purpose of redemption. God is Sovereign, 
It is that faith which steadies the Calvinist in 
such a time as this in which we live. 

Ill. The Plan Scripturally 

Stated. 

The classic passage is Romans 8:28-30. Here is 
fully set forth and articulated the plan of God 
our Father for the believer’s salvation. In lan- 
guage unmistakably clear the Apostle Paul shows 
that the. believer’s salvation has been planned 
from start to finish and that nothing can defeat 
that plan. “All things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.” 

There are five steps to this golden stairway of 
salvation: 

First, before we ever loved Him, God loved us 
(foreknew). Back in eternity, before the founda- 
tion of the world, He chose us in Christ “that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love.”” (Ephesians 1:4). 

Second, prompted by that love He appointed us 
beforehand to glory to be like Christ finally (fore- 
ordained or predestinated). | 

Third, in accordance with that prior love and 
prior appointing, He enabled and persuaded us to 
accept His Son as our Saviour (called). 

Fourth, He thereupon acquitted us because of 
Christ’s death for, us (justified). 

Fifth, finally He began a work in us that will 
be consummated in our complete conformation to 
the likeness of Christ (glorified). By the use of a 
past tense (aorist) here the Apostle Paul empha- 
sizes the certainty of our final complete salvation. 
“The most daring anticipation of faith that even 
the New Testament contains.” (Denny). “He that 
has begun a good work in you will perform 1 
until the Day of Jesus Christ.”’ The love of God 
which is in Christ. Jesus will never let us go until 
we are glorified. 


IV. Now - The Uses Of 
The Doctrine. 7 
To Put It As The Fathers Were 
Fond Of Doing. 
First: To magnify God. This Paul is always 
careful to do. Not that he sets out to formulate 
a doctrine for this purpose. He of necessity wit- 
nesses to this supreme truth of Revelation. ‘For 
of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever.’ Rom. 11:3. 
Salvation, first, last, is of God. To Him the 
glory, the praise, the honor always. A striking 
example of Paul’s carefulness in this respect is 
found in Gal. 4:9. “But, now that ye have come to 
know God, or rather to be known of God.” In 
fact, most of the verbs which describe human 
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salvation are in the passive voice. Salvation is not 
something achieved by us. It is something con- 
ferred upon us. True, we are morally responsible 
beings and we are to “Work out our own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling.’”’ However, that 
which is at once the corrective to any human ten- 
dency to glory in the sight of God, and the only 
assurance that the goal of our efforts will be 
reached, is the fact that “It is God that works in 
us, both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”’ 


Thus the believer is humbled even as he is 
exalted in Christ. Have we been “raised up and 
made to sit together in the Heavenlies in Christ 
Jesus?” Well, it was God that did it. No merit- 
orious works of ours have served to achieve that 
exalted status, for even faith is the gift of God. 
It is all of grace ‘‘Lest any man should boast.” 


Further: The doctrine of Predestination is de- 
signed to comfort believers and to encourage them 
in holy living. It has been observed that once 
and again, the theological world has grown cold 


toward Paulinism (which is to say toward Cal- | 


vinism) when the sea of life was comparatively 
calm. But when that sea has been convulsed by 
storms and. the waves have run tumultuously high, 
there has been a marked trend back to the teach- 
ing of the Apostle, with a corresponding elevation 
of life in those circles, and beyond, where that 
teaching has been sincerely received. Paul lived 
in a troubled world. But he sat lightly to that 


world, except for the eagerness and earnestness . 


and urgency with which he preached the Gospel 
of redemption in Jesus Christ. Like 
Thomas Chalmers, he had “gotten his head out of 
time and into eternity.”?’ He was absolutely sure 
of the ‘‘God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
His love in Christ is so strong that nothing on 
earth in the way of tribulation or persecution 
can come between us and it; no terror of death, 
no testing of life can separate us from it; no 
creature of that spirit world which is wrapped 
in impenetrable mystery for us earth-bound hu- 
mans can sever us from it; no dimension of time 
or space, nor any other conceivable world of 
being shall be able to pluck us from the grasp 


stalwart . 


of the “love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” That love which in eternity chose us 
in Christ, and in time apprehended us in Christ, 
will, in Christ conduct us to journey’s end—to 
glorification in Christ. Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He 
is . . . And every man that hath this hope set in 
Him purifieth himself even as He is pure.’ John 
and Paul agree. For Paul also insists that the 
hope the believer has in the ‘choosing love’ of God 
is the surest incentive to holy living. In fact, “if 
any man be in Christ he is a new creature.” ... 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.” Predesti- 
nation is in Christ, and to the end that believers 


shall be made like Christ. 


“God reigns! 
His is the day, 
And the night of hate 
And the storm of wrath 
Shall pass away. 


Love reigns! 

Her’s are the years, 
And the age of peace 
And of kindliness 

Shall banish fears. 


Truth reigns! 

God is on high, 
And the pride of kings 
And the lust of things 

Are doomed to die.” 


‘“‘Now unto Him that is able to guard us (you) 
from stumbling, and to set us (you) before the 
presence of His glory without blemish in exceed- 
ing joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and 
power, before all time, and now, and for ever- 
more.—Amen.”’ 


*Swannanoa, N. C. 


Ecumenicity 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Every student of Church History is familiar 
with the Ecumenical Councils. This adjective was 
used to describe those councils which were held to 
embrace the whole Church, or the Church as it 
was dispersed over the then known world. The 
term ecumenicity is being widely used today to 
describe a Christian’s consciousness of belonging 
to the Church universal. Sometimes the universal 
Church is called the Ecumencial Church. Ecu- 
menicity may also describe the relation of our 
ecclesiastical body to all other bodies professing 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. It is interesting 
to remember that at our very first Assembly, the 
Southern Presbyterian Church manifested this 
ecumenical spirit. We did not assume that we 
were the only Church, but addressed a letter “‘to 
all the Churches of Jesus Christ throughout the 
earth.” This letter is a fine example of true 
ecumenicity. 


As such it is the official statement of our 


Church’s doctrine of ecumenicity, and one that 


we do well to remember. In her address to all the 
Churches of Christ, our Southern Presbyterian 
General Assembly said: “‘The unity of the Church 


does not require a formal bond of union among 


all the congregations of believers throughout the 
earth. It does not demand imperial 
monarchy like that of Rome, nor a strictly uni- 
versal council, like that to which the complete 
development of: Presbyterianism would naturally 
give rise. The Church catholic is one in Christ, 
but it is not necessarily one visible, all-absorbing 
organization upon earth. There is no schism where 
there is no breach of charity. Churches may be 
perfectly at one in every principle of faith and 
order, and yet geographically distinct, and mutually 
independent. As the unity of the human race is 
not disturbed by its division into countries and 
nations, so the unity of the spiritual seed of 
Christ is neither broken nor impaired by sepa- 
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ration and division into various church-consti- 
tutions . . . The Church catholic, as thus divided, 
and yet spiritually one—divided, but not rent— 
is a beautiful illustration of the great philosophical 
principle which pervades all nature—the co- 
existence of the one with the many.”’ Minutes 
1861, p. 54. 


Our doctrine of Presbyterianism on the one 
hand and our definitions of the Church visible on 
the other hand have consistently conformed to 
this statement. Our Book of Church Order begins 
with an affirmation of: Presbyterianism de jure 
divino in the following language: “The scriptural 
form of Church government, which is that of 
Presbytery,” etc. This is followed, however, by 
an equally explicit statement that, “This scriptural 
doctrine of Presbytery is necessary to the per- 
fection of the order of the visible Church, but 
is not essential to its existence.’”’ Sometimes it is 
difficult to get others to realize our position: 
Presbyterianism is not of the esse of the Church, 
but of the bene esse. The marks of the visible 
Church are first the preaching, hearing and believ- 
ing of the Word, secondly the proper administra- 
tion of the sacraments. Discipline is in the third 
place and ceremonies in the fourth. Discipline is 
not essential to the being of the Church, but it is 
indispensable to the well-being of the Church. 
There can be and are Churches without Presby- 
tery, but the Church does not visibly manifest 
itself without the Word; confirmed by the sacra- 
ments. 


Both in the Confession and in the Book of 
Church Order we define the Church visible as one 
and the same in all ages, the whole people of 
God, composed of all those who make profession 
of the holy religion of Christ and submission 
to His laws together with their children. We 
further explicitly state that this visible unity of 
the body of Christ, though obscured, is not de- 
stroyed by its divisions into different denomina- 
tions of professing Christians: but all of these 
which maintain the Word and Sacraments in their 
fundamental integrity are to be recognized as true 
branches of the Church Of Jesus Christ. 


Dr. John L. Girardeau combined Presbyterian 
conviction with true ecumenicity in the following 
exhortation: ‘‘A catholic love for all of His true 
people and unshaken confidence in the divine 
right of the Presbyterian system: these are things 
which should never, by us, be disjoined.’’ Principal 
John Macleod of Edinburgh is the ablest con- 
temporary advocate of Presbyterianism de jure 
divino. Referring to I Cor. 1:2, Dr. Macleod has 
this fine ecumenical statement: ‘““‘When we find 
an Apostle directing one of those books to all 
that in every place call upon the name of Christ 
Jesus our Lord we may see what holds of the rest 
of the New Testament books, that wherever the 
profession of the truth of the Evangel is made by 
calling on the name of the Lord those who make 
it are not out with the range and ambit of the 
re ol that tells what the Visible Church of 

od is.” 


The influence of the Anglican and of certain 
Continental Churches placed the World Confer- 
ence on Faith and Order and subsequently the 
World Council of Churches on a basis which in- 
vites to membership only those Churches which 
accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour. 
The recent visit to America of Canon Leona:d 


Hodgson of Oxford, Secretary of the Edinburg} 
Conference, left the impression that the Britis, 
or European wing of this world movement j 
more firmly anchored in its doctrinal basis thay 
is our American wing. As long as the movemen; 
has this distinctively Christian foundation, it ap. 
cords with our official position to cooperate anj 
to seek a hearing for our convictions in gather. 
ings where the papers more frequently presen 
far different views. 


_*Professor of Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 3 


“Wings For The Soul” 
Close To Our Need His Helping Is 


The day is long and the day is hard, 

We are tired of the march and of keeping guard: 
Tired of the sense of a fight to be won, 

Of days to live through and of work to be done, 
Tired of ourselves and of being alone. 

Yet, all the while, did we only see, 

We walk in the Lord’s own company, 

We fight, but ’tis He who nerves our arm; 

He turns the arrow that else might harm, 


And out of the storm He brings a calm; 


And the work that we count so hard to do, 
He makes it easy, for He works too; 

And the days that seem so long to live are His, 
A bit of His bright eternities; : 
And close to our need His helping is. 


——Susan Coolidge. 


“Wings For The Soul” 


Peace—Perfect Peace 


Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin! 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 


Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties pressed! 


To do the will of Jesus, this is rest. 

Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging round! 
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found. 
Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far away: 
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe, and they. 
Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne. 
Peace, perfect peace, death and all its powers. 
It is enough: earth’s struggles soon shall cease, 


- And Jesus calls us to heav’n’s perfect peace. 


“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee; because he trustel 


‘in thee.” 
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By Rev. J. 


Text: Ex. 2:9 “Take this child away and nurse 
it for me and I will give thee thy wages.” 


“This country is in deadly peril.”” These are not 
the words of some preacher who might be easily 
alarmed, or unduly alarmed, over the moral con- 
ditions of our land. Nor are they the words of 
some ignorant pessimist who is always complain- 
ing that the “younger generation is going. to the 
dogs.” They are the words of Edgar Hoover, 
head of the F. B. I., a man who is neither easily 
frightened nor ignorant of the real conditions in 
our country. To such a man we ought to give heed 
when he speaks about the tragedy that confronts 
us among our young people which has its roots 
in the breakdown of home training. 


With this statement backing me up, I surely 
need make no apology for bringing you another 
message on one of the the most vital and pressing 
subjects which could come before us at the present 


time. 

The words of our text were the words of a 
heathen woman spoken to a godly mother many 
years ago. Back of it all was the hand of God 
working in the saving and training of the man 
Moses. And I think I can almost hear the voice 
of God whispering to the mother’s heart, ‘‘Take 
this child away and nurse him FOR ME, and I 
will give thee thy. wages.’’ Certainly we know that 
God is saying this to every godly father and 
mother—to every Christian father and mother. 
For children are an heritage of the Lord and 
we are commanded to teach the Word of God to 
them diligently and talk to them about God when 
we sit in our house or walk by the way. It is 
very plain that the Home is to be saturated with 
such a Godly influence that our children will 
learn to know and love God. 


I have been reading a very rich book lately 
written by Abraham Kuyper, the Dutch preacher, 
theologian, teacher and statesman. It is full of 
golden nuggets dug from the Bible. It is entitled 
“When thou sittest in thine house.” I wish every 
mother and father could read it. I wish I could 
have read it some thirty years ago, I might have 


Child Training 


Kenton Parker* 


father, and no desk more sacred than the baby’s 
cradle. We sing ‘‘A charge to keep I have” and 
we think of our own life, but there is no charge 
so necessary for us to “Keep” as the charge God 


has given us when He places a little baby in our 


arms. 

It is a Sacred task, in the second place, because 
it deals with LIFE, and life is the most mysterious 
and the most sacred of all things. We see what 
God thinks of the sacredness of Life by the strict 


laws He made concerning the shedding of blood. 


been saved many heartaches and regrets over the. 


mistakes I have made. 

With these words of this heathen woman as a 
starting point I want us to think of the great 
TASK which God has given to us in training our 
children for Him. | 

I. It is a very SACRED TASK. There are at 
least three things which make it sacred. | 
_ First, it is a task given to us of God. Any task 
Is sacred or common place depending upon the 
person assigning the work. We would consider a 
task given to us by a general or a king more sacred 
than one assigned by just-an ordinary man. Now 
there is no doubt about this task being given to us 
from God. Every child is a gift from God, and 
every father and mother is commanded to train 
their child for Him. | 


To delegate this work to someone else is to 


shirk our task. To delegate it to the State as is 
being advocated by many today, is to play the 
Devil’s own game. 

This very clear fact makes our work SACRED 
work. We call the preacher’s profession a “Sacred” 
calling, and this pulpit a “Sacred” desk, but there 
is no calling more sacred than that of mother or 


The reason He gives is that “The blood is the life 
thereof.”’ 

Here we have life in its highest form. Not 
vegetable life, or mere animal life, but Human 
life, life made in the image of God. Not life that 
lasts a few short years, but life that lasts for- 
ever. When we care for a child, we are helping 
with a new bit of creation, and the most im- 
portant of all creation. This makes our task a 
very sacred one. 

A third thing which adds to the sacredness of 
our work is this: when God in the person of the 
Son came into the world, He came as a little 
baby, as helpless and dependent upon His mother 
as any baby. Here is indeed a marvelous mystery, 
for the Incarnation is the mystery of all mysteries. 


If the task of parents was sacred before, now 
that sacredness is even vreater. Our Savior has 
sanctified the cradle anu the Home. What mother 
now can look down into the face of her babe and 
not say to herself, “So Mary looked at the Christ 
— as He lay in her lap and smiled back at 

er.”’ 

Motherhood and fatherhood and childhood were 
sacred from the beginning, but since Bethlehem 
all have taken on a new sacredness. 

I think we can all see that OUR TASK is in- 
deed a SACRED task. 


II. It is a very DIFFICULT task. 

Sin has made every task a difficult one—from 
the tilling of the soil to the training of our chil- 
dren. But perhaps it has affected the Home more 
than any other place. Certainly no one here 
who has tried it will argue the question for a 
moment. 

Men have done great and -difficult things in 
other spheres who have dismally failed here. 
They have succeeded as business men, as vic- 
torious world-conquerors, as thinkers, as scientists, 
as engineers who would construct great tunnels or 
build great bridges, but have failed in the home. 
David was a. great king, but a miserable failure 
as father. His home was as near hell as homes 
usually get to be. 

Our own sin and sins make it difficult. Our 
own weaknesses and limitations, our passions an 
impatience, our selfishness and slothfulness. 

Our children’s sin and sins make it difficult. 
Now I believe it is altogether possible for a child 
to be regenerated before birth where the parents 
are godly and praying people, but even where our 
children seem to love God as soon as they begin 
to know about Him, still there is the old nature 
in them and it crops out often. 

The sins of the world make it difficult. Even 
if we and our children were perfect, we would 
be surrounded by a very sinful world. Remember 


| 
yuard; 
¢. 
done, ; 
is, 
ge, 
sin! 
if 
und! 
1. 
ay! 
F 
3, 
tel 


Page 12 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Sept. 1943 


we are not living in Eden or Paradise. Very far 
from it. 


The devil, the author of sin, makes it difficult. 
He certainly spoiled the first home and it was 
perfect. He got the parents. He got the first 
baby and turned him into the first murderer. He 
managed to get the second baby killed. The godly 
seed had to come from the third baby. 


I know of no task more difficult. It will take 
all the wisdom, all the grace, all the prayer, all 
the consecration that can be ours to perform 
such a task. 


III. It is the MOST IMPORTANT task in the 
world. | 


I make no exceptions to that rather broad 
statement. If you disagree, I beg you to think it 
through, think it through on your knees, if you 
have a child, and I believe God will back up this 
statement of mine. 


May we just remember a few facts. | 


The greatest need of the world is for the right 
kind of men and women. If we do not have them, 
all our fighting, all our planning, all our striving 
will be for naught. We already have plenty of 
people in the world, millions of them, but so 
many of them are the wrong kind. We have plenty 
of everything else in the world. The GREAT 
NEED is men and women, godly men and women. 
The world will never be Happy, Prosperous, or 
Peaceful until we get them. 


Where are these people to come from? 


I know, of course, that we could have a GREAT 
REVIVAL and wicked men by the thousands could 
be converted to God. God has sent such revivals 
before. He can do 
for such refreshing times from the presence of 
the Lord. | 


The fact remains, however, 
sends such a revival, He usually finds a leader 


trained in some Godly Home. There are seeming: 


exceptions to this rule, but sc many of these 
men and women were thus trained. 


But after all, a revival is not the God-appointed 
way for rearing up a Godly generation of people. 
God expects every Christian Home to be a place 
where children are trained from infancy for Him. 
If Christian parents were faithful and earnest 
and consecrated, we would have a gracious re- 
vival going on all the time, and our Homes would 
be the centers of a growing Church. 


When Edgar Hoover said that our country was 
in deadly peril because of the lack of home train- 
ing, he put his finger on the pulse of our nation, 
of any nation. General Giread has recently said 
= France fell because of the decay of her home 
ife. 


Here is the foundation of country and church. 


IV. It is the HIGHEST PAID work in the world. 


I know that people are getting well paid these 
days. I heard of just an ordinary man making 
$169 in one week lately. That is as much as I 
made in a year when I was about eighteen. 


_I know that some occupations, some professions, 
give rich reward not to be valued in dollars and 
cents. Some people win the love and gratitude of 
their fellow men. | 


it again. We are praying 


that when God 


But I believe that even such men will agree 
with me that the richest and most lasting re. 
wards come to parents in the home. God give; 
good wages to the fathers and mothers who really 
work at their task. 


Part of these wages, this rich reward, is the 
answering love you soon see in the face of your 
child. To see such love in his eyes, to hear his 
lips say, “I love you,” is reward enough for our 
hungry hearts. 


Part of these wages is to see your child GROW, | 


To see his body develop, his mind begin to grasp 
new thoughts every day, above all, to see his 
soul reach up towards God and heavenly things, 
Here are daily wages. 


Part of these wages is the life your child wil] 
live while you are here to watch and take pride 
in what he does. | 


Part will come after you leave this world 
and your child will continue his or her career. In 
that child you will still live and speak. 


The greatest installment will come in that glad 
day when you and the children God gave you will 
be reunited around His throne, to spend eternity 
in the glorious service of God. 


I do not know how much Pharoah’s daughter 
gave Moses’ mother for taking care of her own 
child. I do not care. I do know something of what 
God paid her, 


Part was paid while the babe lay in her loving 
arms. Part came when she saw him graduate 
from the schools of Egypt and take his place as 
a young prince at court.. Part came when true 
to his home training, he threw in his lot with 
his own people. Then when she saw him come back 
and lead Israel out of Egypt, if she were still 
living. If she could have seen him when he came 
down from Sinai with his shining face, or years 
later could have seen him talking with the Savior 
on another mountain. But her wages are not all 
paid yet. I think one of the happiest people in 
Heaven will be Moses’ mother when we all join 
in singing Heaven’s new song—the song of Moses 
and the Lamb. Her son’s name coupled with the 
name above all other names! 


Yes, my friends, fathers and mothers—some 
fathers and mothers get mighty good wages. Do 
you not covet such wages for yourself? 


I am pleading today for the Home and the 
Task—the most sacred, the most difficult, the 
— important, the highest paid work in all the 
world. 


I, as an older man, am pleading by all the mis- 
takes, all the regrets, all the heartaches of my 
past experience. I am sure that God is saying to 
each one of you who has a child—“Take this 
child and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy 
wages.” 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


We have a limited number of Rev. John Scott 
Johnson’s pamphlet on Baptism left. We will send 
one free and postpaid to anyone who will send 
us one new subscription to the Journal within the 
next few weeks. If you want to buy one of these 
pamphlets the price is 15c each or two for twenty- 
five cents postpaid. | 


Sept. 
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When Our Boys Come Home 


By Rev. Girard C. Lowe, D.D.* 


This morning we have witnessed the presenta- 
tion of a beautiful plaque in behalf of the con- 
gregation and its acceptance for the service men 
and we have heard a prayer of dedication. The 
plaque has been dedicated to honor our men and 
women in the service. We do honor to these men 
and women and it is right we should do so. 


Some have left home, wives and children to go 
into the armed services. This has entailed real 
sacrifice. Some of the wives and children have 
followed these men from one distant point in the 
United States to another. Just a few weeks ago, 
a whole family gave up their apartment; put 
their furniture in storage and loaded into a car 
to traverse the continent that a wife and boy 
might be with a husband and father as long as 
he is in this land. As long as he is on native soil, 
they will stay with him; and if orders come and 
his government sends him to a foreign land 
where they cannot go, they will seek out some 
place to live and to anxiously await word to come 
of his safe arrival at his post; and then days and 
weeks and perhaps months of anxious waiting for 
his return to his family. : 


Some have left their lucrative positions and 
have had their climb in a chosen profession inter- 
rupted. Some who have finished their college 
course prepared for a business or professional ca- 
reer have had that interrupted in order to serve 
their country. Some have had to break into the 
normal processes of education. Many will never 
return to them to finish their education because 
they have grown older and will not care to re- 
turn to school with what will be to them mere 
children. 


They have gone into Army, Navy, WAVES, 
WACS, Marine Corps, etc. They have gone to 
live in crowded barracks, never to be alone. Al- 
ways sleeping where they can reach out and touch 
someone on either side of them. These men beside 
whom they are sleeping may be men with whom 
they are perfectly congenial; on the other hand, 
they may be men with whom they dread the asso- 
ciation. They will live where quietness never 
comes except in the brief hours of slumber. They 
have gone where they will hear language and 
stories which grate on all their sensibilities of 
right and wrong, of honor and dishonor, of what 
is proper and improper. 


Why have they gone? They have gone because 
the duty to their country and her flag has called 
them. Gone to fight for the freedom of the world. 
Gone to release from bondage thousands and mil- 
lions of other peoples, many of whom they, even 
as races, have never heard and in whom they 
have no personal interest. Gone to make the 
world a decent place in which to live. 


.What will they do? They will be obedient to 
orders issued by their superior officers. They will 
learn discipline. They will face danger. They will 
face the monotony of waiting—waiting for orders, 


_ which all of them want to receive, to proceed to 


fighting zones. 


Some will be maimed and broken. Some will 
die on the fields of battle. But, thank God, some 
will come back home. It is about those who will 


hearts and lives of men? 


return that I wish us to think at this time. 


There will be two classes whe will return: 
Those who, if they ever had any faith will have 
lost it and who eare nothing for God and the 
church and who have learned more of immorality 
and meanness than they knew when they left. 
But there will be those, too, who have had a re- 
newed and strengthened faith in God and in the 
cause of the church. 


What kind of city and nation will they who 
have lost faith find? Will the moral life and 
thought of our city be so degraded that no mat- 
ter what sort of lives of immorality and in- 
decency they wish to live they will find no em- 
barrassment or restraint? Will the church have 
any clear and definite message to these men? Will 
they find the church men and women having a 
faith which has stood the test of this great up- 
heaval in world society and human relationships 
of life? Will they find the church standing against 
all the immoral and dishonest things they may 
have learned? Will they find the church con- 
doning gambling, drunkenness, selfishness, and 
Hate? 


Or will they find the church having a clear 
message of the awfulness of sin? Having a mes- 
sage about the love of God? Having a message 
about the Saving Christ who can change the 
Will they find the 
ch has stretched out arms to receive and love 
help those men who have been so severely 
shattered that they “have lost their faith, and 
sense of the higher things of life; or will they 


find\ we are turning our backs on them and pro-. 


nouncing our anathemas against them? 


God grant they will find us a church with lov- 
ing arms reached out to teach and keep them. A 
churth which will be patient with them in their 
doubts and in their misdeeds. 3 


What kind of church will be found by those 
who come back with a strengthened faith in the 
eternal truths of Christianity and in the assur- 
ance of the right? There will be many of those to 
come back. 


Last week I received a letter a portion of 
which follows: “I thought that the Army would 
take me away from God and the church. I felt 
that being among men where morals aren’t the 
highest I would be influenced. I’m happy to say 
that such did not happen. As a matter of fact I’ve 
never felt such a need for God and the church. 
Living in the comparative peace of home makes 
one lax, but being away from all that, makes one 
think. I never knew how much I had to be thank- 
ful for. I never knew how vital the Christian Re- 
ligion is to every-day living. After spending 
lonely days in the midst of many and knowing 
that I had none to turn to for help except God, I 
have found what it is to know God. No doubt 
there will follow many more days that I will need 
God more than ever, so I’m thankful I’ve found 
Him the Christian Way.” 


What kind of a church will they return to? : 


May it be a church loyal to Christ. A church that 
is telling men of the reality of Christ. His power 
to save. His power to enable men to live day by 
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day and moment by moment in loneliness, dis- 
comfort, danger, and even when facing death. 
They have learned that duty to country demands 
sacrifices. They have gone on in spite of cold, 
heat, and performed their duties to country. Shall 
they find our churches vacant and empty because 
the weather is disagreeable—either too hot or 
too cold; either too wet or too dry? Will they 
find that they have been fighting for the privilege 


of men to worship God and then come home to 


find that the members of the church do not care 
enough about this privilege to attend worship ser- 
vices when they can? I wonder if the church they 
come back to will be a church whose people really 
care about the privilege of worshipping God? 


These men served their country in obedience 
to the demand of their country. Will they find 
that the church to which they return has any 
sense of its obligation to obey the great command 
of Christ to go and preach the Gospel around the 
world? May they find a church which will sacri- 
fice. They have been with men who have given 
their lives for their country. : 


May they find the church which claims to be- 
lieve in Christ ready to send her choice young 
men and women out into the mission field even as 
willingly as they have sent them to the battle- 
field. They know that our people have subscribed 
billions of dollars for the war effort. Have fed 
and clothed our soldiers, sailors, and marines. 
Have transported them over the world to fight, 
kill, and be killed. Have furnished them with the 
finest equipment known to man for fighting. 
They know this has meant sacrifice on the part of 
thousands. Will they find that church people 
claim to believe in Christ and profess to believe 
| _ the knowledge of Christ is the most impor- 
tant thing in the world? But what will they find 
the church doing about it? Will we be refusing 
to spend our money to equip our churches? Will 
we be refusing to send our men and women on 
the great mission of preaching; although, we have 
sent them on a mission of destruction? Will they 
find a people in the church which has been will- 
ing to sacrifice for worldly things but unwilling 
to sacrifice for the things of Christ? 


I wonder to what kind of homes these and 
other boys will come back to. They have learned 
the great privilege and power of prayer, but will 
they find their families have not prayed together 
for them, their safety and goodness? Will they 
come home ready and eager for the Lord’s day to 
come when they can attend the worship services 
of the church and find a family which has used 
this day purely for recreation and pleasure? I 
wonder what will be the sort of families they will 
return to. i 


Beloved, we as members of the church and fol- 
lowers of Christ have a tremendous responsibility 
and a task, not only to the boys who will return 
but to Christ. 


What kind of family life will you have for 
your son, daughter or husband to return to? 
What kind of church will we have? God help me 
‘to do all in my power to make it the kind of 
church they would want and expect a church of 
Christ to be. But no one of us or no group of us 
can make it such. It will be the kind of church 
you, who are members of the church, make it. 


*Jackson, Miss. 


The National Association 
Of Evangelicals | 


By Cary N. Weisiger, III* 


For a number of years many evangelical Chris- 
tians have felt the need of an interdenominationa] 
organization which would appeal to protestants 
who had lost confidence in the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America. But a 
difficulty seemed to make such an organization 
impossible. It was this: how can such a body be 
formed which will be historically orthodox and 
yet sufficiently broad to embrace evangelicals of 
differing denominational convictions? It ‘is easy 
to get modernists to work together because they 
do not think it necessary to hold on to many of 
the traditional doctrines. But it is not so easy to 
get Bible-believers to work together because they 
despise any compromising of their convictions. 


Last May in Chicago an organization was 
formed, however, which seems to have overcome 
the difficulty and to be the answer to the hopes 
and prayers of many evangelical Christians. More 
than five hundred Church leaders from all parts 
of the United States and Canada took action to 
bring into being the National Association of 
Evangelicals. About sixty-five denominations were 
represented, as well as scores of Bible schools, 
colleges, seminaries and missionary agencies. 

Outstanding men were present at the con- 
vention. Dr. Harold John Ockenga, pastor of the 
famed old Park St. Congregational Church, Bos- 
ton, was re-elected president of the Association. 
Dr. Ockenga had already served for one year 
following a preliminary convention in St. Louis in 
April, 1942. Dr. Leslie R. Marston, Bishop of the 
Free Methodist Church, was elected first vice- 
president. Mr. J. Willison Smith, Jr., prominent 
lawyer of Philadelphia and member of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., was made secre- 
tary. Some of those elected to the Board of Coun- 


cillors are: the Rev. John Bradbury, editor of 


the Baptist Watchman-Examiner of New York; 
the Rev. J. Alvin Orr, former moderator of the 
United Presbyterian Church and now professor in 
Erskine College, South Carolina; the Rev. T. 
Roland Philips, pastor of the large Arlington Pres- 
byterian Church (U.S.A.), Baltimore; the Rev. 
Albert S. Johnson, former pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C.; and others 
from the Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
Mennonite, Swedish Covenant, Church of God, 
Assemblies of God, Christian Reformed, Reformed, 
Pilgrim Holiness, Danish and Norwegian Free, 
Southern Baptist, Methodist, Nazarene and Pres- 
byterian (Canada) denominations. 

Speaking at one of the evening sessions of the 
convention, Dr. Orr of Erskine College said: ‘This 
movement is a crusade for Christ. It aims to make 
articulate and vocal evangelical protestantism in 
America. It has three great objectives in evangel- 
ism, missions and Christian education.” Dr. Brad- 
bury, of the Watchman-Examiner, said in an ad- 
dress: “‘This is the most significant movement of 
the twentieth century.”’ 

The president, Dr. Ockenga, made a thrilling 
address to open the convention. “We are passing 
through a great crisis in civilization,” he declared. 
“Absolute materialism has been ruling the realm 
of education for several decades. It has ruled out 
all thought of the supernatural, all of the Chris- 
tian tradition about God, Christ, salvation, ethics 
and history as superstition.” He stated that a 
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revival of heathendom is in evidence and that the 
kingdom of hell is at hand with society worshiping 
power, sex, money and other demons. The chal- 
lenge confronts Christians. “We have a now or 
never urgency in this matter. The time to strike 
is here. The iron is hot. The door is open. The 
need is great. . . . There must be a resurgence 
of Christian life or darkness will claim our age. 
_. . Here is the cry for evangelical leadership. 
Our fondest hopes and devoutest dreams for such 
a leadership apparently are being realized in the 
National Association of Evangelicals.”’ 

The preamble ,f the constitution of the organi- 
zation makes it clear that the framers cannot 
support or follow the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. ‘Grateful to Al- 
mighty God for the gift of salvation through our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and humbly in- 
voking the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we de- 


-elare our belief in the need for an organization 


of unqualified loyalty to the Gospel of Christ as 
revealed in the Word of God, to represent the 


Evangelical Christians of America in matters call-_ 


ing for unity of action.” 

The purpose as stated in the constitution is “‘to 
provide a medium for voluntary united action 
among the several groups of Evangelical Chris- 
tians of America, without, however, exercise of 
executive or legislative control over the consti- 
tuent members. The fields of endeavor shall be 
evangelism, foreign missions, home missions, edu- 
cation, war service, public relations, separation of 
church and state, and radio.”’ | 


Perhaps the most amazing and significant part 


of the constitution is that containing the doctrinal 
basis and which was passed unanimously by the 
hundreds of delegates. . 

‘‘(1) We believe the Bible to be the inspired, 


the only infallable, authoritative Word of God. 


_ (2) We believe that there is one God, eternally 
— in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy 
pirit. 

(3) We believe in the deity of Christ, in His 
virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in 
His vicarious and atoning death in the shedding 
of His own blood, in His bodily resurrection, in 
His ascension to the right hand of the Father 
and in His personal return in power and glory. 

(4) We believe that for the salvation of lost 
and sinful men regeneration by the Holy Spirit 
is absolutely essential. | 

(5) We believe in the present ministry of the 
Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is 
enabled to live a godly life. 

(6) We believe in both the resurrection of the 
saved and the lost; they that are saved unto 
the resurrection of life and they that are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 

(7) We believe in the spiritual unity of 
believers in Christ.’’ 

Many who were present at the convention said 
that they felt strangely moved at the adoption 


without dissent of this doctrinal basis as if the . 
Spirit of God were brooding with power over - 


the assembly. One pastor of a large Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia said that this was the first 
ecclesiastical meeting he had attended in years in 
which he did not have to be alert against modern- 
istic intrusions. 

The National Association of Evangelicals 
through its promotional director, the Rev. J. El- 
win Wright, who has been active since the first 
beginnings of the movement, plans a nation-wide 
program of publicity and education in its aims 
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and objectives. It hopes to rally twenty-five 
million protestants to its side and to obtain free 
radio time on the national hook-ups for the 
proclamation of God’s truth. It is establishing an 
office in Washington to keep watch over the in- 
terests of its members. It will assist in and co- 
ordinate efforts in evangelism, missions and Chris- 
tian education. It hopes to have the constituency 
to match that of the powerful Roman Catholic 
Church and the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. The coming winter will wit- 
ness the holding of conferences all over the coun- 
try. 

This movement should command the interest, 
respect and support of many in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. It is not a quack movement. 
Prominent Southern Presbyterians such as the 
Rev. Albert S. Johnson, the Rev. Daniel Iverson, 
pastor of the Shenandoah Church, Miami, and 
the Rev. Graham Gilmer, pastor of the Rivermont 
Church, Lynchburg, and Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes, 
layman of Miami, were at the convention and took 
an important part in the deliberations. Information 
may be obtained from the National Association of 
Evangelicals, 120 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Au- 
gusta, Ga. 


Dynamic Christianity 
By Rev. J. D. Rankin, D.D., LL.D. 

The original New Testament type of Christianity, 
the kind that Christ and his Apostles held, was 
dynamic. “‘He spake as one that had authority 
and not as the scribes.”’ Paul said that if an angel 
from heaven preached a different doctrine than 
his it would be false. He knew that he had re- 
ceived his doctrine from God. Christianity was 
founded on great facts. The early preachers did 
not discuss little matters. They had no time for 
minor truths. The great fundamentals of their 
faith were so gripping and absorbing and so far- 
reaching that they had no spirit to proclaim any- 
thing else. Peter and John defied the Sanhedrin, 
which forbade them preaching the Resurrection 
of Christ by saying, “‘Whether it be right to 
hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye. 
We cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.” Paul was driven through Asia 
and Europe by the never-silent conviction, ‘‘Woe 
is me if I preach not the gospel of Christ.”’ 

Dynamic Christianity Speaks 
Unfalteringly | 

It has always been thus. A believing church is 
a witnessing church. Neither individuals nor or- 
ganizations can fully grasp the great facts of the 
gospel and be silent. They mean too much. The 
eras of Christianity’s power have been those when 
her people believed and her pulpits spoke with 
conviction. Dynamic Christianity is the type that 
speaks with unfaltering tones—the _ kind that 
never has a beg in its tone. 

But there must be something to believe. A 
creedless church is a spineless church. It is certi- 
tude that gives courage and power. A recent 
criticism says, “‘The saddest feature of modern 
religious life is the absence of personal faith as 
expressed in preaching.” This is a _ withering 
charge. Dr. J. J. Jones, a great British preacher, - 
once said, “Our times make a positive message 
hard. The findings of science, the teachings of the 
new psychology, and the loud claims of higher 
criticism, bewilder the preacher and sometimes 
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creep into his message almost without his knowl- 
edge, tempting him to turn aside to the preaching 
of social moralities.”” Dr. J. W. Frazer, in his 
virile book, “The Untried Civilization,’”’ declares 
this to be “an age of vague religious faith and 
therefore the age of easy tolerance.” 
Dynamic Christianity Knows 
No Compromise | 

We are passing through one of the transitions 
of history. We are reconstructing our ideas in 
every realm of thought. This is the. result of the 
great intellectual awakening of modern times. 
Many beliefs, once. held, have been found to be 
false and as a result all are on trial. Lowell called 
it “the age that blots .ut life with question 
marks.” Every belief of man is discussed with 
frank and fearless boldness. The church is in the 
throes of the movement. There is scarce a belief 
it holds sacred that is not denied, scarce a hope 
held lovingly that is not flouted. It is no longer 
the minor doctrines that separate the church into 


denominations but the fundamental truths upon 
which the Christian religion rests that are denied. 


Upon these questions there is no compromise. 
Tolerance is sin. Paul said that those who deny 
these should be ‘“accursed.’”’ Unwavering 
viction is the only possible attitude for the Chris. 
tian pulpit. Baited breath is not a proper vehicle 
for the teaching of vital] truths. Men scorn beliefs 
which come with a beg in their tones or are 
spoken in a whisper. Doubt is always weakness. 
No one can be convincing who only half believes 
his creed. When so many are being swept away 
from the old doctrinal moorings, the spokesman 
of God has no right to use interrogation points, 
Many tell us that the Christian fundamentals are 
based upon historic grounds which are still “an 
open question.” These facts became closed ques- 
tions 19 centuries ago. It was the dogmatic assur- 
ance of the early Christians that won for them 
persecution—and the mastery of the centuries, 


—The United Presbyterian. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
October Program—Home Missions 


Our Auxiliaries have traveled a long distance 
in Missionary Education since the day of organi- 
zation. Many women have been faithful in their 
reading during the Mission Season and equally as 
faithful in observing the season of Self-Denial 
and Prayer. 


Some of us would like to see another objective 
added to the ones we already have for the Home 


Hission season ie the reading of the Annual Home — 


Mission Report in full. 


This report is gotten out before the meeting 
of General Assembly. It is rich in its information; 
it is challenging as it points to our weaknesses and 
it is inspiring as it presents our opportunities. 
How many of us have read the report? We have 
talked to several Auxiliary Secretaries of Home 
er who have never seen it. This ought not 
to be. 


Dr. McMillan has recently written to each 


Synods Home Mission Chairman and we find 
some things in this abbreviated report which 
should be known throughout our Auxiliaries, there- 
fore we quote: 


“It has ‘been stated that in the South and South- 
west there are hundreds of communities that 
have given as much as 25% of their supporting 
population to the Armed Forces and the National 
War Effort. This unprecedented movement of 
peoples has imposed on the Home Mission agencies 
of the Church a double duty and one often far in 
excess of their resources. There are depleted com- 
munities and weakened churches on the one hand 
that must be supported, and on the other there 
are thousands of people living in new communi- 
a | which religious privileges. must be pro- 
vided. 


In the light of the conditions that now confront 
our Assembly’s Home Mission work, and the con- 
stantly enlarging demands, your Committee would 
urge upon the whole Church a fuller recognition 


of the magnitude and importance of the work of 
the Executive Committee and the duty of making 
larger provision for its support. With the con- 
paratively low salaries received by Home Mission 
pastors and workers, the greatly increased cost 
of living, makes the way hard and difficult for 
many of the Church’s faithful servants. While 
other needs challenge and make calls on the re- 
sources of Christians, the needs of these of our 
own family must not be overlooked, if we are 
faithful in our primary Christian obligation.” 


The Assembly also emphasized the vital work 
of evangelism. Surely all of us know that the 
salvation of lost souls is our first consideration. 


A look at the restless men, women and young 
people going to and fro upon the face of the 
earth is a plea for us to pray. 


It is a matter of real importance to use every 
opportunity NOW to give the Gospel in our South- 
land, for we have greater opportunity than ever 
before. We Christians so often seem asleep and 
the children of this world more alert and wiser 
as they confront a task. Are we often found 
trusting the Lord and depending on His promises, 
without doing the part He has given us to do? 
S. D. Gordon used to say: ‘Let the Christian do 
what God wants him to do, and he can depend 
- it that in turn God will do what the Christian 
asks.’’ 


The General. Assembly has designated the pe- 
riod of October 3 - November 7 as a special sea- 
son for Home Mission Study. Let us get and read 
the Report of the Assembly’s Executive Commit- 


. tee of Home Missions during this time. During 
this period we are asked to give sacrificially so 
that $250,000 over and above the Annual Home 


Mission week offering of $85,000 may be raised. 


The most important date is October 31st to No- 


vember 7th. The week of special prayer and 
— If we are faithful in this God will 
Work. 
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Religious News Of ‘The Camps 


The Defense Service Council has thirty-two full-time workers serving in Camp # 
areas, The Council also makes appropriations to more than one hundred other 
churches to assist in their work for the service men and women. Most of the money 
contributed by the Church is spent in Camp areas and naval bases. The churches 
often receive letters from those who were located in nearby Camps, and these 
letters indicate that the men appreciate the ministry of the Church. Camp Hulen is 
located near Palacios, Tex. The pastor of the Presbyterian Church there is Rev. 
J. G. M. Ramsey. The following letters show the good work being done by that 


Church. 


“Your excellent letter received several days 
ago, and I was certainly pleased to receive it. As 
you doubtless know by now, we are in Northern 
Ireland. For me it is a most interesting experience 
in a new land. The way the people speak, their 
money, customs, etc. are new to us and I am 
enjoying it. I have attended one Presbyterian 
Church service in a nearby town, and while it 
differed in some respects from our services, there 
was some similarity. For example, we were stand- 
ing and sitting many times, a definite Presby- 


= terian trait, I believe. The hymns here are almost 


all different, only a few being familiar to me. 

Bob and I both are in excellent health and in 
all respects getting along fine. Give my best re- 
gards to all who made me feel at home in Palacios. 
I shall never forget your kindness to me and I 
expect to pay you all a visit upon my return to 


the States. Write again soon and I’ll try to answer | 


a bit prompter this time. Please tell Miss S. that 
I received her letter also and was very pleased 
to hear from her. 

May God bless you all and the work you are 
doing,’ 


| Signed 


“T thought I’d better write while I’m still in the 
desert and making the best of it. I surely miss 
the people and the church at home, and hope 
that some day I may be able to return. I also 
hope this war will end as it may send some of 
these boys back to their loved ones at home. But 
all we can do is to have faith in Christ, and 
worship Him the best we can. I am thankful for 
the step taken when I was at home. I'll never 
forget it. Pastor, I’d like to hear from the Church, 
and I hope I am not asking too much of you.”’ 


_ “Often I think of you and long to gather again 
in your home, with the old C.E’s and sing songs, 
and eat a half of one of Mrs. R’s so-called no-good 
chocolate cakes: she hasn’t thrown any away yet 
has she? I get to church every Sunday now, so 
my weeks are complete. If I miss it seems as 
though there is something missing throughout the 
week. If I move again I will try to write you, 
hoping to grasp your hand again in a friendly 
shake and hear you teach the way of salvation.” 
Sincerely, for Christ and the Church, 
Signed 


This letter was received by Rev. and Mrs. C. A. 
harr, Grenada, Miss., from a soldier formerly 
located at Camp McCain. : 


Dear Friends in Christ: 


_ Please let this letter go to all my fine friends 
in the First Presbyterian Church in Grenada. I 


am well and happy. Of course I cannot tell you’ 


exactly what we are doing but I can give you a 


few “high lights’”’ of the time since I left the U.S. 


Our trip on the boat was very interesting. 
Entertainment was provided by the men on board, 
under the welcome guidance of the transport 
Chaplain. Regular services were held for the men 
of the various faiths. I attended a communion 
service on board ship, and received, I know, a 
re-birth in Faith in Christ. Another important 
event which stands out in my mind was the song 
service. T. who attended with me on Sunday 
nights in Grenada was also present. It brought 
back many rich memories. 


One of the things I wish to stress is the remem- 
brance we received from the Red Cross and 
U.S.O. units, who with gifts and treats of various 


kinds, made our trip more pleasant. 


Every precaution was taken on the trip, and is 
being taken now for our welfare both spiritual — 
and physical. May God bless you and your fine 
friends in the wonderful work you are doing for 
the soldiers at Camp McCain. 

Signed 


World-wide Communion 
Sunday 


OCTOBER THIRD 1943 
By Rev. Donald W. Richardson, D.D. 


At its meeting in Montreat the General As- 
sembly of our Church unanimously voted approval 
of our continued participation in the observance 
of this Sunday with the churches of all other de- 
nominations. It is timely and highly appropriate 
that all congregations share in this expression of 
our World-wide Christian Fellowship. In the midst 
of tension and conflict all around the earth there 
is need for Christians everywhere to make much 
of this day of Communion. A coming together 
about the Lord’s table on the same day will be an 
expression of the unity which we have in Christ, 
and a witness to our unbroken Christian Fellow- 
ship. 


One of the objectives of this World-wide Com- 
munion Day is that each local congregation of 
every denomination will seek to have every mem- 
ber present at its own Communion Table. Those 
members not able to attend because of age or ill- 
ness should have the sacrament taken to them. 
No one should be over-looked. 
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A Vision Compelling 


(Isaiah 6:1-8) 
By Rev. Charles C. West“ 


Great King Uzziah was dead. Richly blessed had 
been the land of Judah under his wise rule. In 
matters military, he had strengthened the kingdom 
to an extent greater than in many a year: before, 
reorganizing the army to maximum efficiency and 
improving the weapons with which they fought. 
Besides apparently throwing off the dominion of 
the kingdom of Israel over them, Judah had waged 
successful campaigns against both Arabs and 
Philistines, nearby hostile nations, and then razed 
the walls of at least three cities of the latter 


people. 


Economically, Uzziah had promoted agriculture 
by building towers and digging wells for purposes 
of irrigation in the desert. Religiously, the land 
was blessed in having a king whose God was 
Jehovah, for we are told that Uzziah was one 
king among that long line of monarchs who did 


seek the Lord. 


But now the king was dead, a new ruler on the 
throne, under whose sway the future was un- 
certain indeed, surrounded by neighboring enemies 
as they were, and with-the lowering shadow of the 
growing might of the Assyrian empire clouding 
the horizon. In only two more years that insatiable 
kingdom was to engulf northern Israel, and for 


Judah, too, the prospects were far from bright. 


But at just such a time, God’s man, in God’s 
house, is granted a glimpse of God’s glory, after 
which all things earthly fade into their little places 
of secondary importance in God’s one unchanging 


purpose. 


I. A Vision of a Holy God and a Guilty Sinner. 
The Lord Whom Isaiah saw was stated upon a 
song the 
seraphim sang in his praise was “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of 
His glory.” Jehovah our God is essentially a holy 
God, flawlessly perfect in His absolute righteous- 


throne, “high and lifted up.’ The 


ness, without spot or blemish. ‘‘Even the Heavens 
are not clean in His sight.” 

In His holiness is seen His abhorrence, His 
loathing, of all unholiness, all sin in His moral 
Creatures. “Our God is a consuming fire,’”’ it is 
written, consuming to all ungodliness. Peter writes 
that this sinful earth and the: works that are 
therein shall be burned up, after which we may 
look for new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.’”’ So, we may be sure all 
human unrighteousness is intolerable in His sight. 
When Peter first beheld the glory of the Lord 
Jesus, displayed by His miracle of the first draught 
of fishes, he fell down at his feet, crying, ‘‘Depart 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” 


And so with Isaiah here. Enlightened with this 
vision of God, in His holiness he saw his own un- 
holiness, in His purity he knew his own impurity, 
so he must cry, “‘Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: For mine 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 


So must it ever be with those who would see 
God. We who would serve the King, and loyally 
him obey, must first know His holiness, the dread 
justice of His righteousness who cannot tolerate 
sin, that we might then know our sin and guilt. 


For without knowledge and acknowledgement of 
impurity there can be no cleansing. Except the 
soul know its sin-sickness it will not resort to the 
Great Physician who “came not to _ call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentence.”’ Our hearts 
must echo the truth of the Word, “The wages of 
sin is death,” “the soul that sinneth, it shall die,” 
and that “there is none righteous, no, not one,” 
“all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.” Hence, until alive in Christ we are dead 
in trespasses and sin, “having no hope and with. 
out God in the world.” | 


Il. A Vision of a Forgiving God and a Forgiven 
Sinner. 

But, convicted of his sin, the helpless sinner is 
not left by a gracious God. No sooner had Isaiah 
confessed his sin and that of his people than 
purging and removal of that sin was _ provided. 
One of the seraphim—a Hebrew root, meaning 
““burning’’—flew with a live coal in his hand taken 
from off the altar, and touched the contrite sin- 
ner’s mouth with it, pronouncing, “Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
and thy sins forgiven,” or “‘expiated.”’ 


_ Dear friends, thus God deals with sin, and 
sinners. Just as the fire totally consumes, an- 
nihilates, that which succumbs to it, so must the 
sinners’ guilt be obliterated. God does not accept 
us for Heaven by winking at sin, shrugging it 
away, pardoning our guilt out of hand; but our 
sin must be dealt with, its guilt expiated. For the 
sinner to be acquitted, the penalty for his sin must 
be executed—“without shedding of blood there is 
no remission of sin.”” So God set forth his Son, 

The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world,” a Propitiation of our guilt, Who, as 
Paul, writes “Died for our sins according to the 
scripture.” This very prophet Isaiah, possessed of 
the forgiving grace of the holy Jehovah whom he 
here saw, could later write, “all we, like sheep, 
have gone astray; we have turned every one into 
his own way; but the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” So, Christ having died, the just 
for the unjust, for our sins, and having been 
raised for our justification, he can say “Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest,” and ‘Whosoever cometh 
unto me, I will in no wise cast out’; and later, 
to the earth-departing, believing soul, “Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” 


_ Notice, Isaiah’s mouth was touched with the 
live coal—not only did those*live coals burn there 
on the altar, capable, figuratively, of obliterating 
sin, but _this man’s lips were touched thereby, 
after which it is said that his iniquity was taken 
away, his sin forgiven. We are told that on one 
occasion there were present with King Saul 
certain men, “whose hearts God had touched.” 
Beloved, to be fit for the presence of the King 
of Kings, we too must be those whose hearts are 
touched—touched and purified by the cleansing, 
purging blood of the Lamb of God. And there is 
just one way of being thus purged, our own sub- 
mission to His cleansing grace. Never will this 
guest enter a heart unbidden. “He came unto his 
own, and his own received him not; but to as many 
as received Him, to them gave He power to be 
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come the sons of God.” Would you be His child, 


ardoned, heir of glory? Then receive his only-— 


begotten, your Savior and Elder Brother—and 
whosoever believeth on him, shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 


Ill. A Vision of a Sending God, and a Going 


Saint. 

But the vision still does not close with the 
sinner’s salvation, but with his commission to 
service. After the pronouncing of this forgiveness, 
the Lord’s voice came to His servant, ‘‘Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?” And the im- 
mediate reply of this penitent, grateful, eager, 
child of His, is ‘Here am I... send me.” 


Thus it should ever be, I might almost say, must 
be, with the truly penitent, re-created child of 


God. As soon as Andrew met, knew and loved the 


Lord he went and “first found his. brother Simon” 
and took him to Jesus. When the Lord found 
Phillip, and said ‘Follow me,” before they de- 
parted on the journey upon which they were 
leaving at once, “Philip findeth Nathanael,’ and 
carried him to Jesus, too. Paul, having reminded 
the Romans of the unspeakable riches of God’s 
grace, added, “‘I beseech you, therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service.”’ 

Just as soon as Isaiah had been blessed with 
this convicing and cleansing vision and had heard 
God’s call for a messenger, he could not answer 
quickly enough, ‘“‘Here am I... send me.” So 
should it ever be with those who love the Lord. His 
last charge to his followers before His ascension, 
so important the Holy Spirit recorded it at least 
three times, in substance, in the New Testament, 
was, “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.’’ Earlier, he had said to 


his own, “If ye love me, ye will keep My com- 


mandments” (John 14:15, A.R.V.). So along with 
his other commandments, you and I who love Him 
must keep this one, and go, tell what great things 
the Lord has done for us. 


There are, of course, various ways of heeding 
his command, so far as going to distant lands is 
concerned, such as going by proxy through our 
prayers and gifts; but to represent the home 
church, some must go in person. Can we be sure 
that none of us is so called himself? Certainly 
every young Christian, on the threshold of adult 
life, trying to determine what God’s will is for 
him as a life calling, should ponder this command 
of his Lord, “Go ye...” and make very certain 
in his heart of hearts that he is indeed going to 
his utmost by proxy, in prayer and interest and 
gifts, if he can be satisfied God is not calling him 
to go in person. With the young Isaiah it was not, 
“Well, I believe in missions, I’ll stand behind them, 
and support them.’”’ No! “Here am I... send 
me.’”’ None was to deny him his privilege of going 
In person. 


_ Likewise was it with Paul; he writes, “when 
lt was the good pleasure of God to reveal His Son 
In me, that I might preach Him among the Gen- 
tiles . . . straightway ... 1 went.” Beloved, are 
you satisfied that you can, you will, go and preach 
the gospel through all the world, in accord with 
his will, by your prayers and gifts? If not, His 
command stands, ‘Go ye, and make disciples of 
all nations . . .” 

Dr. Wilfred Grenfell, the so-called “Apostle to 
abrador,” was one of the most beloved medical 


missionaries of his day. Going there while a young 
man, he literally burned out his life among and 
for the poor fisher-folk of that bleak northern 
country. No storm-tossed sea was too tempestuous 
for him to brave in his little boat to treat a 
sick fisherman; no snow-covered mountain or 
marsh too bitter for him to trudge across if some 
helpless sufferer lay at the end of the trail. 
Only Heaven can record the blessing and relief 
he dispensed in his Master’s service. 


However, all his labors, too, like Isaiah’s, date 
back to a vision he saw of the Lord in the temple. 
As a young medical graduate, probably a Chris- 
tian but with no serious purpose in life, he heard 
D. L. Moody preach there in his native England 


one night. And so face-to-face with the Lord was 


he brought, that he afterwards said, “‘When I left, 
it was with the determination to express my 
religion by doing what I thought Christ would do 
in my place as a doctor, or frankly abandon it.” 
Evidently he did not abandon his religion, his 
later life testified—rather, from that moment his 


life was the effort to do as he thought Christ 


would have done in his place as, a doctor—to go 
and serve as a medical missionary. 


Friends, may not our eyes, too, see the Lord, 
high and lifted up—lifted upon that cross of. 
torture, where he suffered there for us? And now, 
lifted still higher, to the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty, where he both pleads for us un- 
ceasingly, and with us to do as he did, “Go ye 
and make disciples of all nations” .. .? 


*Ripley, Miss. 


SEVEN SHORT RULES FOR 
THE CHRISTIAN 


I. Never neglect daily private prayer, and when 
you pray, remember that God is present, and that 
He hears your prayers. (Heb. 11:6.)- 


II. Never neglect daily private Bible reading; 
and when you read remember that God is speak- 
ing to you, and that you are to believe and act 
upon what He says. (John 5:39.) 


III. Never ask God for anything you do not 
want. Tell Him the truth about yourself, however 
bad it makes you feel; and then ask Him, for 
Christ’s sake, to forgive you what you are and to 
make you what you ought to be. (John 4:24.) 


IV. Never doubt God. Tell Him all of your fears 
and trust Him to carry all of your burdens; re- 
membering that He ever works for your greatest 
good. (I. Pet. 5:7, Rom. 8:28.) 


V. Never let a day pass without trying to do 
something for Jesus. Every night reflect on what 
Jesus has done for you, and then ask yourself 
what have I done today for Him? (Matt. 5:13-16.) 


VI. Never take your Christianity from Chris- 
tians, or argue that because such and such people 
do so and so, therefore you may. (II. Cor. 10: 
12.) You are to ask yourself, How would Christ 
—-* Nii place? and strive to follow Him. (John 


VII. Never turn away from doing God’s will. 
Delight yourself in the doing of His will, remem- 
bering that by doing His will you will learn to 
love His will and to more fully know His will. 
(John 7:17.) | —Adapted, 
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The Opportunities Of Evil Days 


By Rev. Robert Ervin Hough, D.D.* 


There is no general agreement as to what pro- 
duces an opportunity. It would be safe to assert, 
however, that the majority of people suppose that 
opportunity springs almost, if not entirely, from 
what is commonly regarded as “favorable circum- 
stances.” Especially does this idea prevail in the 
religious realm. Multitudes of professing Chris- 
tians content themselves in waiting for an ideal 
situation to arise that will provide the oppor- 
tunity for the accomplishment of the big thing 
they expect sometime to do. And the opportunity 
never comes in the way they expect it, and the 
work is never done. 


While the practice of waiting for suitable oppor- 
tunities may be a common habit, it is not the one 
for the Christian to adopt. For one thing, oppor- 
tunities do not usually come to those who do 
nothing but wait for them. If the heroes of faith 
recorded in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews had 
waited for ideal opportunities, they would never 
have “subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.’’ Despite the evil days in which they 
lived, they went forward with God in faith and 
found in days of “trials and cruel mockings, and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprison- 
ments” the opportunities to render their largest 
and most lasting service, and to win for them- 
selves a place among the immortals of faith. | 

Paul, who undertook and accomplished more for 
Christ than any man that ever lived, likewise 
found his most fruitful opportunities in evil days. 
In his ministry favorable conditions, as men count 
them, were few and far between. Again and again 
he found himself in circumstances which threat- 
ened not only to disrupt his work, but take his 
life. In his body he had no rest. He was troubled 
on every side. He spent much of his time “in 
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness,”’ to say nothing of those things which 
were without, and which came upon him daily. 
But he steadfastly refused to permit the difficulty 
of the times to determine what he should be or do. 
And because he did that, he was able to say at the 
end of his career: “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day.’’ Paul found in the 
midst of the most adverse circumstances, the 
opportunity to render unparalleled service, and to 
end his ministry in glorious triumph. 

Today the Christian need not be surprised to 
find that his most productive opportunities often 
arise from what ordinarily would be regarded as 
untoward circumstances. The Scriptures plainly 
indicate that such may be the case. Writing to the 
Ephesian Christians, Paul exhorts them, and 
through them Christians of this day, to diligence 
on the unusual ground that the days are evil, 
thus linking evil days and opportunities together 
as though the one had an affinity for the. other. 
And Christians have ever found it so. 

But apparently the Church, both in thought and 
practice, has forgotten this truth, for the principal 
excuse offered for most of her shortcomings 
and failures is that the days are evil and there- 
fore nothing can be done, and nothing should be 


expected of her. Human nature seeks some 
kind of justification for its deficiencies and neg. 
lects, and it would seem that just now the mos 
fertile fields in which to find these consoling 
mitigations are those of hostile circumstances and 
antagonistic conditions. 


The days in which we iive are not evil in exactly 
the same way they were in the early days of the 
Church, nevertheless, they are evil. There is no 
question but that outwardly these are trying days 
for the Church. It is common knowledge to both 
friend and foe that the Church has fallen on 
evil days. Not only is sin in its multitudinoys 


forms flaunting itself everywhere, but many of 


“the best people,’ generally speaking, are 


‘indifferent that the Church makes little or no 


appeal to them. But even so, must the Church of 
Jesus Christ complacently submit to inimical con- 
ditions and take the attitude of the defeatist? 
Surely not. She is the bearer of the Gospel, which 


is “the power of God unto salvation to every one 


that believeth,’ no matter who or what he may 
be; and back of her is the divine assurance that 
she shall live and succeed, even though the “gates 
of hell’? do their utmost to defeat her. Her destiny 
is not to be determined by the character of the 
days through which she is called to pass. 

It is frequently said that man’s extremity is 
God’s opportunity, yet too often man acts as if his 
extremity is an extremity also for God. He forgets 
that if he is walking in the path of duty God is 
as near to him in evil days as in good ones, and 
as ready and able to respond to his cry for help. 
It is characteristic of man to make much of circun- 
stances, forgetting that conditions and circun- 
stances mean nothing to God. Only man’s unbelief, 


his reluctant will, his failure to go forward withk 


God, can impede the work. The failure lies with 
man personally and not with the condition of the 
times in which he lives. Henceforth let our faith 
be in God, and not in circumstances. ‘‘Evil days,” 
says one, ‘‘have a way of defeating carefully 
planned schemes and of obstructing cunningly de 
vised programs, but they cannot frustrate or im- 
pede the working of God with which faith unites 
our efforts,—our work is with God, and for that 
reason, succeeds where our feverish, nerve-de- 
stroying consumption of energy would _ utterly 
fail.”’ 
What if the days are evil! Shall we yield to the 
temptation to become discouraged, to give up an 
do nothing? We can do these things when every- 
thing else has been tried. We need to keep 
constantly before us the fact that the faithful ones 
have always found that glorious success often 
comes where nothing but hopeless defeat can be 
seen in advance by mortal eye. 
~The Church of Christ today needs to learn that 
times like these are the very ones in which to 
take on new courage and devotion, even for the 
undertaking of larger and more difficult tasks. lt 
is the hour for one to cry to another, “ye that 
are men now serve the Lord.” Instead of evil days 
frightening us from His harvest field, let them 
but drive us in prayer to God’s omnipotent pres 
ence where we shall find spiritual power girding 
us for new efforts and greater successes. In the 
very difficulties of the times God is. calling the 
Church to go forward with Him as surely as He 
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jid Israel at the Red Sea. In their seeming in- 
extricable dilemma God, through His servant 
Moses, had but one order for them, and that was, 
“Go forward.” That seemed to be the one thing 
which they could not do, and yet when they under- 
took to obey, the crossing proved to be a simple 
matter. Moving at His Word they were enabled 
to do the impossible. Shall we who are set for the 
propagation and defense of the Gospel be less 


faithful? Surely not, for we too are in the keep- 
ing and service of the same mighty God who is 
“able to do exceeding abundantly above all we 
can ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us.” Let the days be ever so evil, look 
for the opportunities which lie enfolded in them; 
seize them, and fail Him not. 


*Jackson, Miss. 


The Federal Council And Communism 


By Rev. Robert L. Vining* 


In our article, ‘“‘The Federal Council, Foe Of © 


Capitalism,”’ in the August issue of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, we cited numerous quo- 
tations from staff members of the Federal Coun- 
cil and from Biennial Reports of the Federal 
Council to prove that this organization is funda- 
mentally opposed to our capitalistic system. 


The Federal Council is deeply concerned with 
our economic system, holding that the economic 
system of our nation will materially aid or hinder 
Christian development, according as to whether 
it be based on Christian or non-Christian principles. 

Since the Federal Council of Churches is 
basically opposed to capitalism, what alternative 
system or systems does it advocate in its stead? 
The Federal Council is not merely negative in its 
criticism of capitalism. It believes that other eco- 


nomic systems are more satisfactory from both. 


the economic and Christian standpoints. 

One alternative which Federal Council staff 
members have studied and considered is Com- 
munism. A second alternative is co-operatives, of 
which we do not treat in this paper. Certain 
aspects of Communism have made a strong appeal 
to some of the staff of the Federal Council. The 
godlessness and the ruthlessness of Communism, 
of course, is deplored by them. 


The charge that the Federal Council is en- 
amored of certain aspects of Communism may 
meet with an indignant denial by Dr. Samuel 
Cavert, the General Secretary of the Council. He 
may, for instance, call attention to the action 
of the Federal Council at its 1938 Biennial Meet- 
ing. Shortly before that Meeting adjourned “Dr. 
Cavert presented an Associated Press dispatch 
which had just come over the wires from Wash- 
ington, reporting that a witness before the House 
Committee Investigating. Unamericanism had said 
that the Federal Council had ‘meddled incessantly 
in political affairs, invariably sponsoring the ideals 
of radical groups.’ The witness was Professor 
Theodore Graebner of Concordia Theological 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.’’ (Biennial Report, 1938, 
p. 209). In the statement drafted by Dr. Cavert, 
and sent to Congressman Dies, after its adoption, 
occurs this sentence, “The allegation that the 
Federal Council of Churches sponsors ‘the ideals 
of radical groups’ is false, as indicated by the 
declaration adopted earlier this week by the Coun- 
cil in official session equally repudiating and 
opposing both Fascist and Communist forms of 
totalitarianism.’’ Thus the Federal Council would 
clear its skirts of all connection with Communism. 
To accept this protestation of innocence at its face 
value, however, would be to err. 

In that very same year of 1938 Dr. Benson Y. 
Landis, longtime Associate Secretary of The De- 


partment of Research and Education of the Fed- 
eral Council, had written the pamphlet, ‘“‘Con- 
cerning The Choices Before Us,’ which was a 
Discussion Outline based on “The Choice Before 
Us,” by E. Stanley Jones. Chapter IV. of this 
discussion syllabus is entitled, “‘The Alternative 
Of Communism.” Listen to what Dr. Landis has 
to say of Communism. We quote, p. 14, ‘‘Another 
great challenge comes. from Communism. It seeks 
justice for the masses of mankind. It seeks to 
obtain for them access to the good things of this 
world. It aims to build a classless society, in which 
production is for use, in which all the economic 
agencies are under social control. It is sometimes 
said that the ends of Communism and of Christi- 
anity are much the same. But most Christians 
are opposed to the methods of the Communists 
that are in power. They see ruthlessness, whole- 
sale murder, dictatorship. Still others say that 
there is such a thing as Christian Communism, 
that what we need to do is to join together Chris- 
tian methods and the economic aims of the 
Communists.” 


Following this essentially favorable description 
of Communism Dr. Landis suggests nine ‘“Ques- 
tions To Consider.” They are, as follows: 


“1. What are the common elements of Christi- 
anity and Communism? 

‘‘2. What elements do they not have in common? 

**3. Should the modern Christians imitate the 
early Christians who had ‘all things common’? 
(Acts 2.44: ‘And all that believed were together, 
and had all things common.’ Acts 4.32-35: ‘Neither 
said any of them that ought of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they had all things 
common. . .. Neither was there any among them 
that lacked: for as many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices 
of the things that were sold, and laid them down 
at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had need.’) 

‘4, Why do some Christian organizations that 
live by Communistic methods oppose Communism 


in Russia? 
“5. Why do you think Communists oppose re- 
ligion? 


“6. How much appeal does Communism make to 
people you know? 
“7, What are the possibilities of the growth of 
Communism in the United States? 
“8. Do we face a choice between Communism 
and Fascism in the United States? 
“9, In what situations would you think a ‘united 


- front’? with Communists would be advisable?” 


Frankly, the implications of some of Dr. Landis’ 
questions stagger us. In particular, we grieve at 
the suggestion that Communism and Christianity 


the 

hat 

ays 
em 
es: 

ing 

the 
the 


Page 22 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Sept. 194) 


are somewhat akin. To us, this is blasphemous. 
We are grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith who, in 
‘“Peloubet’s Notes, 1935,’’ commenting on Acts 
4:34f., says, p. 232, “This common possession of 
goods in the early church has often been used 
as an argument for socialism and even com- 


munism, but this is misinterpreting the passage. 


A number of things must be remembered: in 
the first place, it was strictly a voluntary matter. 
There was no law about this in the early church, 
and no believer was compelled to sell his 
possessions if he was not led to do so by his own 
conscience. This condition prevailed only among 
believers. Where love is absent, to enforce such 
a condition is disastrous. Furthermore, it does 
not appear that every man in the church sold all 
of his property, nor that even those who did so 
sold all that they had. Moreover, when the fresh 
warmth of Pentecostal life departed, this practice 
was given up. It is never referred to again in the 
New Testament, and never seems to have been 
practised outside of the city of Jerusalem. Even 
with this remarkable attempt to deliver all believers 
from want, it is very significant that, some years 
later, the apostle Paul is found taking a collection 
in other provinces for the poor in the Jerusalem 
church (Rom. 15:26; 1 Cor. 16:3).”’ 

It is ironic that Dr. Landis should suggest that 
under certain circumstances Christians and Com- 
munists should present ‘a united front,’ and that 
at the present time there is a united front of war. 
For years the Federal Council has been militantly 
pacifistic, and doubtless the last thought in Dr. 
Landis’ mind at the time of writing was that 
Christians and Communists should wage war to- 
gether. And grateful as we are to the Russians 
for their heroic defense of their homeland, there- 
by giving us more time to prepare, we suspect 
that this ‘united front’ is one that is going to em- 
barrass us in time to come, when peace shal] be 
made. What will Stalin care about idealism or 
Christian principles when peace is made? 


Another veteran staff member of the Federal 


Council is the Rev. James Myers, Industrial Sec- 
retary of The Industrial Division, and his writings 
reflect Communistic ideas. Mr. Myers’ “Prayers 
Personal And Social’? has enjoyed a wide sale, 
and the Commission On Worship of the Federal 
Council has published an enlarged edition of this 
pamphlet. On page 11 is a prayer “For A. Chris- 
tian Social Order.’’ In this prayer is a petition, 
“Deliver us from the evils . . . of an economic 
system which places profit above personality,” 
which petition reveals his animus against capital- 
ism. Further along the prayer continues, “In Thy 
fatherly goodness, help the disinherited workers 
of the world in their struggle for freedom and 
equality, but save them from the soul-destroying 
bitterness and hatreds of class war. Grant to us 
the blessing of orderly processes in social change. 
Restrain from the method of violence both those 
who press forward toward new rights for the dis- 
possessed, and those who would protect for them- 
selves the vested interests of our time.” In using 
the words “disinherited”’ and and 
in speaking of ‘“‘vested interests’ it is evident 
that Mr. Myers has been reading radical books. 
While he prays in behalf of the ‘“disinherited’’ 
and “dispossessed,”’ he deplores ‘‘the soul-destroy- 
ing bitterness and hatreds of class war’ fostered 
by Communism. 


_Mr. Myers, in the foreword of his book, “Re- 
ligion Lends A Hand,” asserts, “this book .. . 
describes only what the churches are doing in 


their endeavors to make their dreams of a bette 
world come true.” The final chapter is entitle 
“Who Is My Neighbor?” and in it the nature of 
so-called “Reconciliation trips’ is described. (Qp 
page 139 Mr. Myers states, “The Rev. Clarence 
V. Howell, an ordained Methodist minister, . , | 
has pioneered in the development of what are 
known as reconciliation trips to the foreign quay. 
ters and to various political and economic group; 
in New York City.” Among the groups visited 
are Anarchists (p. 142), Communists (p. 143) 
Socialist headquarters and the Rand School of 
Social Science, and the I.W.W. (p. 147). Those 
making the trip heard each group state its own 
case, and explain its principles. Apparently the 
group making the trip had not the  slightes 
thought of bringing the good news of salvation 
through the substitutionary atonement of Christ 
to the economic and political groups visited. 


Mr. Myers commends the purpose of such trip 


in these words, p. 148, ‘‘Anyone who has seen 


Mr. and Mrs. Howell at the head of a group 
knows that this enterprise is to them something 
more than a sight-seeing trip. It is a ministry 
of reconciliation, a part of the social evangelism 
which alone can set us forward towards the human 
fellowship of a _ brotherly world.” Communists 
were among those visited. Through such trips 
Christians and Communists will move “forward 
the human fellowship of a brotherly world.” Such 
a conclusion seems to be justified from Mr. Myers’ 
words. Such Reconciliation trips are abhorrent to 
us. 


“The Christian Church And World Order’ was 
originally a British publication. However it is 
“Printed in America for the Information of the 
Churches jointly by The Commission To Study 
The Bases Of a Just And Durable Peace of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America and the American Council, World Alliance 
For International Friendship Through the 
Churches.” On page 20 of this pamphlet is this 
paragraph, “The importance of Russia lies not 
merely in the vast populations and_ resources 
governed by the Soviet, but also in the fact that 
under the forms and methods of Communism a 
regime has been created in which the rights and 
needs of the common man are prior to the rights 


of property. The extent of this achievement, not 


only in the economic but also in the social and 
cultural spheres, can hardly be exaggerated. The 
degree to which Communism was rigidly Marxian 
and consciously godless probably dictated the 
degree to which it expressed itself in a new form 


of tyranny, but the democracies of the West will 
only at their peril ignore the lessons which the 
Russian development and experience teach or the 


widespread hopes which it has aroused.’’ 


The Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 


cil, on Sept. 18, 1942, in approving the publi- 


cation of this pamphlet was careful to declare 


that it should be published “with the explicit 
statement on the cover that it is ‘for the infor- 


mation of the churches’ rather than a statement 


by the American churches” (1942 Biennial _re- 
port, p. 206). Be it so. Here were fifty members 


of the Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil approving the publication of a pamphlet ‘for 
the information of the churches’ in which Com- 
munism was lauded. Is this the kind of infor- 
mation the churches in America need? Is extolling 


Communism among the purposes for which the 
Federal Council exists? 


The above is not an isolated instance of the 
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Federal Council’s flirting with Communism. “A 
Basis For The Peace To Come”’ s si 
lectures delivered at Ohio Wesleyan University in 
March, 1942, under the sponsorship of that Uni- 
versity and the Federal Council’s Commission To 
Study the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace. Dr. 
Bradford Abernethy, Secretary of this Com- 
mission, has a laudatory foreword to the book, in 
which he speaks of these lectures making “an 
invaluable contribution” to a consideration of 
postwar problems. On page 78 of this book, Wm. 
Paton, speaking of Russia, says, “They, on the 
other hand, may have to teach us the values of 
economic security for the common man, and we 
should listen to their criticisms of the weakness 
of our economies in which the canker of unem- 
ployment has shown our inability to make eco- 
nomic freedom and security as real a thing as 
political.”’ 


Communism in Russia has failed. It has deviated 
fom its original aims. Says Carl Snyder in the 
abridged edition of ‘Capitalism The Creator,’’ 
pp. 21-22, “The Soviet Government in Russia 
began as a supposedly communistic state, giving 
approximately an equal income to everyone. After 
ten years Russia turned a new leaf, and has 
begun to show the effect in its remarkable in- 
dustrial growth. Where is the ‘communistic state’? 


On the testimony of Max Eastman and of other 


competent, first-hand observers, Russia is going 
the way of all capitalistic flesh; larger and larger 
salaries to the more competent, bonuses and other 
inducements to the workers, to those who produce 
more goods! In a word, this very interesting ex- 
periment in Russia, begun by theorists, revolution- 
aries and dreamers, is taking on the methods 
and introducing the inequalities of reward to be 
found in a capitalistic society. What Russia has 
today is a scheme of governmental enterprise, 
of ‘state capitalism,’ that in method and spirit, 
and in inducement to increase output, does not 
differ in any serious way from the most capably 
tun capitalistic corporation in our highly capi- 
talistic United States.’’ 


‘In our judgment Communism is an experiment 
which has failed economically as well as being 
spiritually godless. 


Our conclusion to the matter is that while 
the Federal Council of Churches as an organi- 
zation may profess its opposition to Communism, 
yet through certain of its staff members and 
certain of its unofficial publications it creates 
the impression that there are values in Com- 
munism to be conserved. Inasmuch as Communism 
has failed economically as well as spiritually, we 
marvel that the Federal Council should flirt with 
It, however cautiously. When Prof. Graebner as- 
serted that the Federal Council sponsors ‘the ideals 
of radical groups’ he did not miss the mark. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
I Still Believe In God 


By Jacob A. Dell 


Published By The Wartburg Press, 55-59 East 
Main Street, Columbus, Ohio. Price $2.00. 


The author’s thesis is stated in these words: 
‘“‘We must have something to live by. That there 
must be a great motivating force in life, some- 
thing that gives it meaning, is becoming the 
earnest conviction of all races of men. Otherwise 
life degenerates until it is no more than existence 
on an animal level, and we are no longer free 
men.” He develops the idea that faith in God is 
the integrating principle that gives human life 
meaning. He states that “the best thing we can 
do for this bewildered world would be to take the 
hand of youth and place it in God’s hand; to take 
its mind and attune it to God’s mind; to take its 
will and make it a willing captive to the holy 
will of God.” 


There are twelve edifying chapters in this book. 
All are thoughtful and simply written. The chap- 
ters entitled: “The Mental Grasp of Jesus,’”’ and 
“The Claim of Christ” are especially rewarding. 
What God has joined together, this author never 
endeavors to put asunder. He will help the reader 
to see how inseparably faith is joined to the 
good life. This volume deserves a wide circulation. 


—John R. Richardson. 


Evangelism In The 
Home Church 


By Andrew W. Blackwood 


Published By The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.00. 


Dr. Blackwood has made a large contribution 
to the pre-eminent cause of evangelism in giving 
the Christian Church this book. If read seriously 
by both minister and layman it will pay large 
dividends. It is marked by good judgment and 
a passion to put first things first. It is concise, 
and free from extraneous material. His aim is 
always practical. He stresses the word “How?” He 


etter 
titled 
On 
ence 
quar. 
OUps 
sited 
43), 
of 
hose 
own 
the 
ntest 
ation 
hrist 
rips 
seen 
roup 
hing 
istry 
lism 
man 
rips 
such 
ers’ 
t to 
was 
is 
the 
udy 
the 
in 
nce 
the 
this 
not 
ces 
hat 
a 
not 
and 
Che 
ian 
the 
rm 
vill 
he 
he 
Ne 
bli- 
are 
cit 
or- 
ant 
re- 
in- 
ng 
e 


